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A F E W  T H O U G H T S  F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R 
 

 

Before Josh and I got married, I watched wedding shows on television.  A lot of wedding shows.  I had a 

binder for planning, more than one checklist to make sure I didn’t forget anything, spreadsheets on excel for a 

variety of documents, and more than one notebook of possible ideas.  Both of us felt strongly that we really 

wanted to plan a ceremony and reception that was going to be meaningful for not just us but for our friends and 

families.  We planned and planned and planned some more because we wanted to make sure that these few hours 

reflected our love and care for the people most important to us. 

Fast forward almost two years, and in a day of spring cleaning I came upon some of those old planning 

binders.  As I flipped through them I felt sort of sad, seeing all the work and realizing that we were never going to 

plan a party on that scale again.  The time leading up to it was so special, and now that the wedding is over, well, 

there is no need to have all these planning items anymore. 

But what the wedding shows never tell you is that the real life, post-wedding is the best part of the 

journey.  Though planning is pretty fun, there is nothing like making a life together.  And if the only thing you can 

get excited about is the getting ready for a wedding, well, the marriage isn’t going to be a party 365 days of the 

year.   

Easter can be a lot like this for us.  There is a lot of planning that goes into getting ready for this season.  

(If you aren’t sure about this claim, just ask your worship team!)  The choir learns new music, meals are prepared, 

bulletins printed.  The brass is shined, the pews oiled, the candles trimmed.  Lilies are fluffed and placed, sermons 

are prepared and printed.  Albs get cleaned, musicians are found.   Easter often seems like the grand finale of the 

church year. 

But, like a wedding, it isn’t even close.  Easter is an incredible time of celebration, a time to stop and 

pause in wonder at what God has done for us.  The tomb is found empty on that morning, and our worship shines 

in response.  But, Easter isn’t just one day- we enter into a season of wonder, time to gather together and respond 

to what the empty tomb means for us every single day.  As a community we acknowledge the truth of the empty 

tomb, and figure out together how this fact changes us, and forms us to be a different kind of people living in a 

new kind of world.  For fifty days we stand in wonder in front of a tomb that is empty, and together, just as the 

early followers of Jesus did, we find a way to live our everyday lives changed by this Truth.   

And, if you don’t believe there is more to this story- I can tell you that the story is about to get even wilder

- because in fifty days we’ll celebrate with some tongues of fire and a moving Spirit. 

So let us rejoice at the wonder of the empty tomb, and at the same time, let us remember that our abundant 

God continues to unfold even more in our midst! 

 

In Wonder and Mystery, 

Pastor Brooke Petersen     
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 1960: The Good Friday schedule for April 15 included 

Swedish Holy Communion at 11 a.m., Children and Youth 

Service at 11:30, the Tre Ore Service (seven pastors and 

seven soloists) from noon to 3 p.m., and Holy Communion 

at 8 p.m. 

  

1970: The Lutheran Church Women had a busy month, 

including Workshop Day (on the 1st), Augustana Nursery 

Benefit Concert (4th), LCW board meeting (8th), rummage 

sale (13th), Augustana tag day (17th) and spring luncheon 

(22nd).  

  

1980: Visiting Pastor Lowell Albee conducted the Easter 

Day Swedish service at 8 a.m. … Sharon Iverson and Doris 

Peterson were lauded for conducting workshops at churches 

around the city to help Sunday Schools set up their 

curriculum. 

  

1990: Joseph T. Fox-Hood replaced Joseph A. Humme as 

Minister of Music. … New members were received on April 

22, including Sara Anderson, Dawn Sherman and her 

daughters Meagan and Kathryn. Meagan now is the pastor 

at Mayfair Lutheran. 

  

2000: The Old Men’s Athletic League put on its annual 

Easter breakfast. … The Irving Park Community Food 

Pantry honored Lois Schill as Volunteer of the Year. … 

Dwan Buetow directed both the contemporary ensemble and 

children’s choir. 

HISTORY 100 

APRIL 
  

1910: Hannah Nelson, more commonly known as Mrs. L.M. 

Nelson, was honored for surprising the church with a new 

carpet to replace the threadbare original. The Nelsons were 

instrumental in the founding of Irving Park Lutheran. 

  

1920: Eight children were baptized on Palm Sunday 1920 

when the new Baptismal Font was dedicated. There were 

439 Bible School (Sunday School) students in attendance. 

Bible School children attended an Easter evening service.  

  

1930: On the evening of Palm Sunday, the Choir again sang 

“The Crucifixion” by Stainer. The often-performed song 

service featured soloists Dan Baker and Howard Lagerquist, 

with Martha Lundberg at the organ and Margaret Wilson at 

the piano. 

  

1940: Carl Marinus Andersen, the church’s beloved 

custodian since 1926, died at age 51 on the day after Easter. 

Tributes to Mr. Andersen were made by various church 

organizations, and they filled many pages in the April edition 

of the Tidings. 

  

1950: On Palm Sunday, April 2, the congregation welcomed 

the Schurz High School singers. The choral group presented 

“The Seven Last Words” by Stainer. Former IPLC choir 

director Arthur Clark was in charge of the Music Department 

at Schurz. 

The following letter was one of more than 1,000 written by IPLC members who served in the military during World War II. 

IPLC is trying to return original letters to the letter writers or their loved ones. Cpl. Harold R. Major wrote this “censor-
approved” V-Mail to Pastor Joshua Oden in 1942. Mr. Major apparently was not an IPLC confirmand, and there were no 

“Majors” listed in our church directory. Our best guess is that he could have been related to an IPLC member. 

   

Dec. 14, 1942 

Somewhere in England 

 Dear Pastor: 

  

 A Merry Christmas to you and to all at the church, from all of us over here. 

 I, as well as many others, will miss the services at the home church this year. But there will be few, if any, who 

will miss a service on Christmas Day. 

 I will try to listen to the 5 o’clock service (10 o’clock over here) thru the short wave radio in the American Red 

Cross room. Speaking of the Red Cross, I have found no other organization as helpful in every way, as they have been. 

They are sure doing their part in keeping us from getting homesick. 

 May I take this way of thanking you for the books and money order. The book is being read by all of us here in the 

barracks. I can find no better way in spending the money than making other people happy, especially the war-torn kiddies. 

There isn’t a fellow here that isn’t giving up something to give these kiddies a Merry Christmas. 

 Again, I say Merry Christmas to all and may God bless you. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Cpl. Harold R. Major 

  

--Ralph Greenslade 

RETURN TO SENDER 
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The Irving Park Fine Arts Committee is 

pleased to announce its final concert of the 

2009-2010 season. 
  

Amy Briggs, piano  &Andrew McCann, violin 
  

Program: Works by Ludwig von Beethoven, Robert Shumann, 

John Adams 

Presentation of the Virginia McBroom Sekenske Scholarship, 

sponsored by the Irving Park Historical Society. 

  

Sunday, April 25th 

2:00 p.m. 

Irving Park Lutheran Church 

4100 N. Harding Ave., Chicago 
  

Ms. Briggs and Mr. McCann appeared last season, to great 

acclaim.  Amy Briggs has established herself as a leading in-

terpreter of the music of living composers, while also bringing 

a fresh perspective to music of the past. She recorded three 

volumes of David Rakowski’s Piano Etudes on Bridge Re-

cords to much critical acclaim. Based in Chicago, she is a fea-

tured soloist and chamber musician on the Chicago Symphony 

Orchestra’s MusicNOW series, where she has worked with 

composers such as Simon Bainbridge, Pierre Boulez, Oliver 

Knussen, David Lang, Tania Léon, Esa-Pekka Salonen, and 

Augusta Read Thomas. In the 2005-2006 season, she pre-

miered Knussen’s A Fragment from Ophelia’s Last Dance for 

solo piano. She was awarded a stipend prize at the 2000 Darm-

stadt Internationale Fereinkurse für Neue Musik, and was a 

2008 recipient of an Artist Award from the 3Arts Foundation 

of Chicago. 

  

The Chicago Tribune has called “extraordinary” Briggs’s 

“mastery of what lay on the dense, printed page and beyond,” 

and the Chicago Sun-Times called her a “ferociously talented 

pianist.” 

  

Ms. Briggs has appeared as a soloist and chamber musician in 

the United States, Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, and New 

Zealand. In 1993, she was selected by the United States Infor-

mation Agency to tour Africa and South Asia as a United 

States 

  

Andrew McCann teaches the Alexander Technique in Ander-

sonville and Hyde Park, Chicago. He trained with Joan and 

Alexander Murray at the Urbana Center for the Alexander 

Technique, receiving his teacher certification in 2003. He has 

presented Alexander Technique workshops nationally and in-

ternationally. 

 

As a violinist, Andrew performs in a duo with Grammy-award 

winning eighth blackbird violinist Matt Albert, appearing re-

cently at the 2009 Ojai Music Festival. He has appeared as a 

guest artist with the International Contemporary Ensemble 

(ICE), Present Music Milwaukee, and Contempo. Andrew is a 

performing member and Development Director of the 

New Millennium Orchestra of Chicago and during the 

summers is a member of the Woodstock Mozart Festival 

orchestra. 

 

Andrew received his Masters of Music from the Univer-

sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, studying violin 

performance with Sherban Lupu.  He earned his Bachelor 

of Music and Bachelor of Arts (history, highest honors) 

from Oberlin College and Conservatory. 

In addition, the Virginia McBroom Sekenske Scholar-

ship, sponsored by the Irving Park Historical Society, 

will be awarded at the April 25th concert.  The scholar-

ship is named for a patroness of the Fine Arts concert 

series and honors a deserving Schurz High School music 

student.  The winner of the scholarship and other Schurz 

music students will perform. 

  

Free Admission (donations welcome!) 

Reception follows perrformance 

www.irvingparkfinearts.org 

  

I hope I will see you at the concert! 

  

Liz Mills 

Executive Director 

Carlson Community Services 

HOPE CIRCLE, along with many other Circles in 

the history of IPLC has met through the years to sponsor 

projects in order to raise money for the ELCA & 

community projects. We have also raised funds to help 

pay for church equipment and repairs. In our study hour, 

each session focused on Bible based themes applied to our 

life experiences. Throughout the years many valuable & 

lasting friendships developed within the group. 

Since it is no longer possible to meet as a Circle, we 

have disbanded & have agreed to turn over our remaining 

funds to the Doors Project. These funds consist of 

memorials given to the Hope Circle by the families of 

Muriel Johnson and Leone Iverson. 

Our friendships remain part of us. Hopefully we can 

continue our individual membership at IPLC with the 

obligations implied: 

 

Inviting in Christ's Name 

Proclaiming the Gospel 

Living in Fellowship 

Caring for Others 

 
Elizabeth Greenslade 

Sylvia Harrison 

Dorothy Jurgensen 

Betty Fridlund 

http://www.irvingparkfinearts.org


FUN WAS HAD BY ALL AT THE PANCAKE DINNER 
 

 4 



THE REAL MEANING OF THE CROSS 
 
 “At the cross we understand what God means when he talks of loving us, begin 

to take it in that there is nothing that he will not do, no sacrifice he will not make, no 

suffering that he will shirk, if only he can help us. „He loved me,‟ said Paul, standing 

upon Calvary and gazing in a stunned way at the cross, „I who was a persecutor, and a 

blasphemer, and injurious, and yet he loved me and he gave himself for me.‟ And with 

that [Paul‟s] heart broke, and the old life was gone.” 

 

 —Scottish preacher Arthur John Gossip,  

 in a 1926 sermon titled  

 “What Happens at Calvary” 

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED  
HOW TO PURCHASE A HYMNAL? 

 
Have you ever noticed the small labels on the inside of the 

front cover of the hymnals dedicating them in someone's 

memory or honor?  Several years ago we purchased the 

new hymnals published by the ELCA.  In order to pay for 

them, individuals were encouraged to remember those 

they love by purchasing one for $25.00.  You can do this 

by sending a check for $25.00 along with a note as to how 

you wish the hymnal to be dedicated.  It can be in memory 

of a loved one, in honor of someone, in honor of a special 

occasion, or however you wish to have it dedicated.  This 

is a very special way to remember people.  I know that I 

always check the hymnal I am using and often smile and 

remember when it is someone in our family. 

PASCHAL CANDLE 
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 + CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS + 

This large, white candle is an ancient 

symbol for Christ, the light of the world. 

The candle contains a cross and/or an 

Alpha and Omega to symbolize that 

Jesus is eternal and always present with 

his people. Also called the Easter candle, 

it plays a prominent role during Easter 

vigils and celebrations. Some churches 

also use the candle during baptisms and 

funerals. 

MAX MCLEANôS MINISTRY 
 

 Max McLean specializes in narrating Bible passages 

and classic Christian literature. He has performed one-man 

dramatic presentations of the Bible in churches and theaters 

worldwide. 

 McLean‟s interest in spreading God‟s word through 

the performing arts began when he was invited to attend a 

Bible study. St. Paul‟s letter to the Galatians spoke force-

fully to McLean‟s mind and spirit, leading him to want to 

know more about Christ.  

 Later, McLean read John‟s entire gospel in one sit-

ting. Perhaps it was his artistic bent, but in his mind‟s eye he 

visualized Jesus in the described scenes. 

 “I thought Jesus was going to come out of the pages 

of the Bible and take me with him,” McLean said. “At the 

Crucifixion I was in tears. But after the Resurrection appear-

ances, an inexplicable joy just overwhelmed my whole body. 

I knew this story was true and that my life would never be 

the same again.” 

TRUTH AND GOODNESS WILL PREVAIL 
 

 Any newspaper or newscast contains enough 

bad news to wreck any Christian‟s hope for mankind. 

Wars, murders, brutality, crimes and other inhumane 

acts we witness daily can make us feel hopeless and 

wilted. 

 Yet despite the great horror in this world, we 

must not despair. Our Lord said: “The Son of Man will 

send his angels, and they will collect out of his king-

dom all causes of sin and all evildoers …. Then the 

righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father” (Matthew 13:41, 43, NRSV). God will always 

have the last word. His truth and goodness will prevail. 

 James Russell Lowell wrote:  

 

 Though the cause of evil prosper, 

 Yet ‟tis truth alone is strong: 

 Though her portion be the scaffold, 

 And upon the throne be wrong; 

 Yet that scaffold sways the future, 
 And behind the dim unknown, 

 Standeth God within the shadow 

 Keeping watch above his own. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

10:00 We Got 

Game 

11:30 Unschoolers 

Book Club 

6:15 Seder Dinner 

2  

9:00 Jamin’ W/

Julie 

10:00 Good Friday 

Family Activity 

7:30 Good Friday 

Service 

8:00 AA 

9:00 Volleyball 

3 

10:30 Basketball 

4 

Easter  

NO Sunday 

School or Chapel 

5:00 Venice Ef-

fects 

5 

Office Closed 

3:00 MAP 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

6 

10:00 We Got 

Game 

3:00 MAP 

7:00 Cub Scouts 

8:00 Basketball 

7 

10:00 Jamin’ With 

Julie 

3:00 MAP 

7:00 Bells 

7:30 Girl Scouts 

8:00 Chancel 

Choir 

 

8 

10:00 We Got 

Game 

3:00 MAP 

4:00 Drama Club 

 

9 

10:00 Jamin’ With 

Julie 

3:00 MAP 

8:00 AA 

9:00 Volleyball 

10 

10:30 Basketball 

11 

3:00 Swedish Cul-

tural 

5:00 Venice Effect 

12 

3:00 MAP 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

7:30 Council 

13 

10:00 We Got 

Game 

3:00 MAP 

7:00 Cub Scouts, 

Sophie’s Cafe 

8:00 Basketball 

14 

10:00 Jamin’ With 

Julie 

3:00 MAP 

7:00 Bells 

7:30 Girl Scouts 

8:00 Chancel 

Choir 

15 

10:00 We Got 

Game 

11:30 Unschoolers 

3:00 MAP 

4:00 Drama Club 

16 

10:00 Jamin’ With 

Julie 

3:00 MAP 

8:00 AA 

9:00 Volleyball 

17 

9:00 Confirmation 

10:30 Basketball 

18 

3:00 Jupiter Lodge 

5:00 Venice Ef-

fects 

19 

3:00 MAP 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

7:30 Miriam Circle 

20 

10:00 We Got 

Game 

3:00 MAP 

7:00 Cub Scouts 

8:00 Basketball 

21 

10:00 Jamin’ With 

Julie 

3:00 MAP 

7:00 Bells 

7:30 Girl Scouts 

8:00 Chancel 

Choir 

22 

10:00 We Got 

Game 

11:30 Unschoolers 

3:00 MAP 

4:00 Drama Club 

6:00 Pot Luck 

7:00 Midweek 

23 

10:00 Jamin’ With 

Julie 

3:00 MAP 

8:00 AA 

9:00 Volleyball 

24 

10:30 Basketball 

25 

2:00 Fine Arts 

5:00 Venice Ef-

fects 

26 

3:00 MAP 

7:00 Boy Scouts 

27 

10:00 We Got 

Game 

3:00 MAP 

6:30 Team Night 

7:00 Cub Scouts 

8:00 Basketball 

28 

10:00 Jamin’ With 

Julie 

3:00 MAP 

7:00 Bells 

7:30 Girl Scouts 

8:00 Chancel 

Choir 

29 

10:00 We Got 

Game 

11:30 Unschoolers 

3:00 MAP 

4:00 Drama Club 

30 

10:00 Jamin’ With 

Julie 

3:00 MAP 

8:00 AA 

9:00 Volleyball 

 

April 2010 

Sunday Schedule 
 

9:00 Sunday School, Chapel, Adult Studies 

10:30 Worship 

11:45 Ensemble (except 2nd Sunday) 



APRILANNIVERSARIES 

 

Rebecca & Elmer Haneberg 4/19/85 

Julie & Jeff Greenslade 4/21/07 

Karen & Ralph Greenslade 4/30/77 

 

ACOLYTE & LECTOR SCHEDULE 
 

4 Dennis Sherlock & Alexandra Madsen

   Nick Monroe 

11 Emma Helgeson  Sarah Connelly 

18 Sarah Rogers      Judy Sviatko Madsen 

25 Danielle Desecki  Dawn Benson 

 

 

ASSISTING MINISTER 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT 
 

1 Sharon Iverson Larry Lundquist 
4 Seminary Intern Eleanor Kepp 

11 Seminary Intern Gordon Johnson 

18 Dwan Buetow Doris Peterson 

25 Doris Peterson Grace Wielock 

T I D I N G S  
From Irving Park Lutheran Church 

3938 W. Belle Plaine Ave. 

Chicago, IL  60618-1997 

 

 

Address Service Requested 

APRILBIRTHDAYS 
 

2  Jamie Greenslade 

3 Richard Plambeck 

5  Betty Fridlund 

6  Jason Cheslak, Murel Esposito 

7  Alexander Engel 

9 Marilyn Hansen 

10 Roberta Bole, Olivia Gardner,  

 Rebecca Riojas 

12  Margaret Bole, Sharon Eastman 

13  Andrew Wadycki 

18  Kathryn Bole, Rhianna Rerum 

 Alexander Rucinski 

19  Patrick Lundquist, Walter Wadycki 

20 Philip Bole, Peter Kimball 

22 Steven Freels, Adrian Raygor 

23 Alexandra Madsen 

24 Dennis Sherlock 

26 Kaitlyn Monday, Kathryn Sherman 

27 Rolf Larson 

30 Janice Glure, Isaiah Stumme 

Phone:  773.267.1666 

Fax:  773.267.0767 

 

Rev. Brooke Petersen, Pastor 

 pastorpetersen@iplc.org 

 

IPLC Office 

 office@iplc.org 

 

SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Sunday 

9:00 am Worship in the Chapel 

9:00 am Adult Ed and Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

STAFF 

Dawn Benson 
 Church Secretary/Bookkeeper 

 dawn@iplc.org 

Roger Bingaman 
 Dir. Of Music/Office Manager/Tidings 

Editor music@iplc.org 

Lynette Schroeter 
 Volunteer Sunday School Superintendent 

 gilschro@aol.com 

Dwan Buetow 
 Mid-week Worship Coordinator 

 dwan@iplc.org 

Chris Richard 

 Director of Ensemble 

 cnprichard@aol.com 

Dawn Benson & Phil Bole  
 Custodians: custodian@iplc.org 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

 

Phil Bole Paul Clausen 

Pat Desecki Sue Geisler 

David Hall Elmer Haneberg  

Jill Hjelmgren Sharon Iverson 

Ginia Jahrke Eleanor Kepp 

Holly Lundquist Karen Lurie 

Lynette Schroeter Sandra Stumme 

Darcie Wadycki 

 

COUNCIL PERSON EMERITUS 

 

Lloyd DaMask Gordon Johnson 

Richard Wielock 

 


