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for Advent, December 5, 10:30 am 
for Christmas, December 26, 10:30 am 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Fine Arts Concert 

An Octave Above 
Sunday December 12 at 2:00 pm 

 

ADVENT  CREATIVE  FAIR  
Friday, December 10, 6:30ð8:30 

 
 

December 19, 

10:30 am 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
December 25 

10:30 am 
 

From I. P. L. C. 

NEW TIME  

December 24, 10:30 pm 

A F E W  T H O U G H T S  F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R  
 

 

Extreme Values!  Amazing Deals!  Rock Bottom Prices! 
 

Billboards, commercials, fliers, web banners, junk mail- every time I turn 

around I am bombarded with advertisements for the deal of the century.  Black 
Friday is right around the corner, and apparently, if I want to get up at 4:30 in the 

morning I can actually score some great deals at Target.  Every year when 
November rolls around I am surprised by how early the advertisements for gifts 

start showing up in my mailbox and piling up in my inbox. 

It seems that every year the church comes forward with statements about putting 
the ñChrist back in Christmasò or ñKnowing the Reason for the Season.ò  I think 

there is value in these ideas, but, clearly, we are losing the war against consumerism, 
as stores open earlier and stay open later and the deals seem more extreme and the 

advertisements more pushy.  Instead of standing on the sidelines continuing to plead 

that people remember what Christmas is all about, I wonder if it might be a better use 
of our time to present a different way of experiencing Christmas. 

For us, as people of faith, Christmas is most about relationship.  It is the day of 

the year that we recognize that the very son of God was born in a manger because 
God desired so deeply to be in relationship with us.  Our God came into being among 

us, walked and talked and lived like us, and, in many ways, our celebration of 
Christmas reflects the kind of relationship that began this season.  We buy things 

because we want people to know that we love them, that our lives would not be the 

same without them.  Gifts are tokens that are meant to reflect to the recipient the 
blessing of that particular relationship.  Families gather at the table, because 

relationships are strengthened and celebrated at the table. 

As we experience this season together, I encourage you to put relationships in the 

front of your mind.  When the sales fliers pile up, and the commercials seem 

unending, rather than reacting to the marketing, perhaps we ought to ask ourselves 
what kind of relationships these things support.  Will unending shopping bring us in 

closer relationship with the people we love?  Will Christmas lists that never end bring 

us into deeper relationship with God?  What can we do this season that will 
strengthen relationships? 

(One excellent place to start might be our Advent Creative Fair, scheduled for 
December 10th at 6:30pm.  On this night, we bring relationships to the forefront as we 

gather together to celebrate, to create and to fellowship together.) 

May you recognize around you this season Godôs desire to be in relationship 
with you. 

 
Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Brooke Petersen 
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CARLSON  COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 An Octave Above to Perform Holiday 

Concert, Sunday, December 12 
 

The Irving Park Fine Arts Committee 
invites you to celebrate the season in 

song with a free concert of acappella 
music.  The concert, featuring An 

Octave Above, will be held Sunday, 

December 12, 2010 at 2:00 p.m.  An 
Octave Above will perform holiday 

favorites along with doo wop, jazz 
and pop standards.  The acappella group is made up of four 

men and four women, who are also members of prestigious 

Chicago area choral ensembles, including the Chicago 
Symphony Chorus.  

 

The concert will be held at the Irving Park Lutheran Church, 
4100 N. Harding Avenue.   Admission to the concert is free 

of charge, though donations are encouraged.  An informal 
reception with the performers follows the concert. 

Mark your calendar for future performances and concerts: 

 
February 5, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.  Childrenôs Theatre 

Production 
February 27, 2011 at 2:00 p.m.  Classical Music Concert 

April 10, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. Classical Music Concert and 

presentation of the Virginia McBroom Sekenske scholarship. 
 

The Irving Park Fine Arts Committee receives funding from 

Carlson Community Services, a community service 501c3.  
The mission of Carlson is to serve the community with a 

variety of outreach efforts, including fine arts.   For more 
information, visit www.carlsoncommunityservices.org. 

MAP Program to Benefit  

from Whole Foods 5% Day 
 

Carlson Community Services has been selected by Whole 
Foods Market Sauganash to share in its next 5% 

Community Shopping Day.  On December 8, 2010, 5% 
of all purchases made at the Whole Foods Sauganash 

store will go to Carlsonôs Magic After-School Place.  

Established in 2006, MAP provides area Chicago Public 
School students with homework help, tutoring, a mentor 

program, recreation and art. 
 

ñI am delighted that MAP was 

chosen to share in Whole Foodsô 
generosity,ò said Holly Van 

Essen, co-chair of the MAP 

committee.  ñWithout the 
financial support of 

organizations like Whole Foods, 
many families of students 

enrolled in our program would not be able to afford 

tuition, which we keep affordably low.ò 
 

Five percent of every purchase made on December 8th 
will go to the MAP program. 

Shoppers are encouraged to maximize the 5% gift by 

stocking up on Whole Foods staples, like olive oil, wine, 
vitamins, health and beauty products.  Holiday gift 

baskets, flowers and other holiday gift items will all 

qualify for the 5% day. 
 

Whole Foods Sauganash is located at 6020 N. Cicero 
Ave. (Cicero and Peterson.)  Hours are 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 

p.m.  Only purchases made at the Sauganash store will 

qualify. No coupon or code is necessary. 
 

Carlson Community Services is a community service 

501c3.  The mission of Carlson is to serve the community 
with a variety of outreach efforts, including programs for 

youth.   For more information, visit 
www.carlsoncommunityservices.org. 

 

 
 

Å ñChristmas began in the heart of God. It is complete 
only when it is in the heart of man.ò 

ðAnonymous 

Å ñThe Son of God became a man to enable men to 
become sons of God.ò 

ðC.S. Lewis 

Å ñHe was created of a mother whom he created. He was 
carried by hands that he formed. He cried in the manger 

in wordless infancy, he, the Word, without whom all 
human eloquence is mute.ò 

ðAugustine of Hippo  

THE THREE TREES 
 

According to legend, three trees 

grew near Jesusô manger: an olive 

tree, a palm tree and a fir tree. 
The olive offered its fruit to 

the newborn King, and the 
palm tree gave its dates.  

 The poor fir, 

having nothing to give 
but worship, raised 

its boughs in adora-

tion, and the an-
gels hung stars on 

its branches. So the 
fir became the first 

Christmas tree. 
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This is the final installment of our year-long History 100 
series. We hope you enjoyed the look back at how IPLC 
welcomed in each month at the beginning of a new  
decade. We look forward to bringing Tidings readers 
"History 110" in the January 2020 edition! 
Ralph Greenslade 
 

1910: Judge Harry Olson came to church to talk about Spain and 
Morocco. é Pastor Joshua Odenôs salary was $83 per month. é 

Treasurer E.T. Carlson reported the Midsummer Festival earned 

$251.10 (after expenses) for the church treasury. 

  

1920: On New Yearôs Eve, members gathered at 9 p.m. at 

church. They watched slides of the churchôs 17-year history, had 

refreshments at 10 p.m., and enjoyed an hour-long worship 

service at 11 p.m. to usher in the new year. 

  

1930: On Sunday, Dec. 21, the Swedish Choral Club performed 
Handelôs ñMessiahò at its annual Christmas Concert at church. 

Fifteen members of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra helped 

provide the music for the performance. 

  

1940: A Christmas party was given for the Church School on the 

evening of Monday, Dec. 23. The varied program, as noted in the 
Tidings, included ñan exhibition by a number of well-trained 

dogs,ò a magician and a visit from Santa. 

  

1950: The Chorus-Choir sang during a service Dec. 3 at 

Orchestra Hall. é The Ruth Circle invited everyone to the 
Educational Building on Dec. 5 to see the new Swedish 

American Lines film called, ñChristmas in Sweden.ò 

  

1960: The Altar Guild organized the traditional poinsettia garden 

for Christmas. é Services on Christmas Eve were at 10:30 p.m., 
followed by the Swedish Julotta at midnight. Christmas Day 

services were held at 9:30 a.m. and 11. 

  
1970: Hi-League counselors Holly and Larry Lundquist were 

planning the groupôs Winter Weekend Retreat at Camp 
Augustana in Lake Geneva, Wis., on Dec. 4-6. The Hi-Leaguers 

focused on what it means to be free in Christ. 

  
1980: The annual Choral Service by our choirs was performed 

before a crowd of 200 on Dec. 14 at 4 p.m. It was called the 
largest attendance in years. é.Elmer Haneberg was named 

Scoutmaster to replace Al Henniges, who had served eight years. 

  
1990: Minister of Music J.T. Fox-Hood wrote a column for the 

Tidings every month called ñFrom the Choir Loft.ò He noted that 

there would be a special brass quintet performing at the 
Christmas Eve service at 10:30 p.m. 

  
2000: The Hanging of the Greens was held after the service on 

Dec. 3. As she has done seemingly forever, Darcie Wadycki 

again wrote and directed the Sunday School Christmas program.  

We only need 
to find four more 

letter writers or 
their families to be 

batting .500 in our 

effort to return the 
hundreds of letters 

that were sent to 

Pastor Joshua Oden 
during World War 

II. 
 

Our most 

recent recipient (and 
the 114th family to 

gain possession of 
their family 

treasures) is Phyllis 

Furth Minner of 
Danville, Pa. Phyllis recently contacted the Return 

to Sender program regarding letters written by 

1932 Confirmation Class member Mark A. 
Norcott. In 1938, Mr. Norcott lived at 3804 N. 

Fancisco. Mr. Norcott, who passed away on May 
15, 2000, in New York, was a cousin of Phyllis 

Minnerôs mother. Now we ñonlyò have 122 more 

letter writers or their families to locate. 
 

Phyllis, who was baptized at IPLC in 1946 
and attended our Sunday School in the early 

1950s, is a graduate of Taft High School (1963) 

and Carthage College. She also thought she might 
be related to three of our ñmissingò Johnson letter 

writers (Carl, ñClick,ò and Harold) but we 

determined that they werenôt matches. While her 
grandparents and great-grandparents were IPLC 

members, her Johnson relatives werenôt our letter 
writers.  

 

 
Much to Phyllisô delight, we also were able 

to locate the date of her baptism and we sent her 

copies of various Johnson/Norcott news items 
from copies of the Tidings. 

 
ñThe Tidings announcements concerning my 

family and myself will also have special places in 

my Family Heritage Album,ò Phyllis said in an E-
mail. ñIt is so marvelous to now have in my 

possession all these special mementos of my 
Johnson & Norcott family ties to Irving Park 

Lutheran Church!ò 

  
--Ralph Greenslade 

RETURN TO SENDER 

Mark A. Norcott, 
Confirmation Class of 1932.  

HISTORY 100 
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CHRIST MONOGRAMS 
 

During Advent, many churches display Christmas trees 

decorated with Christian symbols called ñchrismons.ò The 

name comes from the Latin phrase Christi Monogramma, 
which means monogram of Christ. 

Most Chrismons are made of wood or plastic foam, and 
they can be handmade or purchased at Christian supply 

stores.  

The symbols, which represent aspects of Jesusô life and 
ministry, include stars, angels, keys, doves, boats and vari-

ous types of crosses. 

+ CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS  + 

Candle 
 

The candle symbolizes Jesus being 
the light of the world (John 8:12), as 

well as his call for Christians to be 

lights (Matthew 5:14). Candles play 
a prominent role in the Christmas 

season. Each candle on an Advent 

wreath has a special meaning. Many 
churches have a candlelight worship 

service on Christmas Eve, often at 
midnight. 

 
 

ñA CHRISTMAS MESSAGEò 
  
 Christmas holds the mystery 

 Of how God touched the earth 

 By giving us the Christ child 
 In a newborn babyôs birth. 

  

 Great awe was in young Maryôs heart, 

 And in the shepherdsô pace 

 As they ran quickly to the town 
 And found that special place. 

  
 These humble shepherds knelt before 

 This tiny newborn king; 

 And as they did so, they could hear 
 The lovely angels sing: 

  

 ñFear not, for unto you this day, 
 The Prince of Peace has come 

 To share Godôs love throughout the world. 
 Rejoice now, everyone!ò 

 

ðPeggy Ferrell 

ANNUAL SUNDAY 
SCHOOL CHRISTMAS 

PAGEANT 
  

HOPE 
AGAINST 

HOPE  

The congregation is summoned 
to church on Sunday, December 
19th!  

  
Witness a courtroom drama where HOPE 
stands trial when the Sunday school presents 
its annual Christmas pageant. The Grumsley 
family is suing the dictionary because there is 
no hope in the world and therefore the word 
hope should be deleted from the dictionary. 
The able defense team will argue that HOPE 
does exist through their expert questioning of 
both present day and Biblical witnesses. The 
jury made up of a cross section of society will 
make the final decision. Donôt miss being 
there when the verdict is delivered on Sunday 
December 19th at 10:30 a.m. 
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CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

Alexandra Madsen with father Dennis and 
mother, Judy Sviatko with sister Melinda  

Dennis Sherlock with parents Deann and Bill 
and sister, Alice.  

Sarah Rogers, with parents Kyle and Debra, 
brother, Zach and sister Rachel.  


