
 

FROM THE PASTOR 
 

 I am surprised at how often I wait.  I wait in line at the grocery store, I wait in traffic, I wait outside of an 

office where I have an appointment.  I wait for the bus, I wait for the el, I wait for someone to show up.  I wait for 

a call, I wait for a letter, I wait for a bill.  And, in that waiting I am never particularly comfortable.  I donôt like it. 

 

 Fortunately, I own an anti-waiting device.  It is the perfect item to save me from waiting, stopping, tapping 

my foot in impatience.  It keeps me from having to wait for anything.  It is a smartphone. 

 

 The beauty of a smartphone is that there is always something to do.  You donôt have to wait in the grocery 

store, because you can check your email!  You donôt have to wait outside for the bus, because you can read the 

latest news!  You donôt have to wait for an appointment, because you can text your friends and catch up!  The 

smartphone erases the need to wait, because it always helps you fill your time. 

 

 And, that, of course, is actually a problem.  It is such a problem that smartphone users cause car accidents 

sending one last email while driving, run into people because they are texting while walking, and miss parts of 

conversation while checking what might be happening on their phone.  I am as guilty as the next person of using 

my phone when I should really be seeing what might happen around me while I wait. 

 

 Because waiting is not just an annoyance, it is a 

skill.  Waiting is part of the work of faith we recognize in 

the season of Advent.  This is our great season of waiting- 

and in it we learn that waiting is not a dirty word- it is not 

something to be avoided, but something that helps us to 

see where God might be working we would be too busy 

to notice if we werenôt waiting.  We might not see a star 

rising in the East telling of a Messiah born as a tiny 

squealing baby if we are too busy filling our ñwaiting 

timeò with stuff to keep us occupied. 

 

 Together over this season we are going to hear in 

scripture some ñbest practicesò for this time of waiting:  

Keep awake. Be enriched and strengthened. Lead lives of 

holiness.  Wait patiently.  Be at peace.  Prepare the way 

of the Lord.  Repent.  Rejoice always.  Pray without 

ceasing.  Give thanks.  Test everything.  Abstain from evil.  

Give glory to God.  Do not be afraid.  Let it be.    I invite 

you to join with our community as we learn how to wait- 

maybe even learn to enjoy waiting, discovering in it 

something divine. 

 

I look forward to waiting with you. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Brooke Petersen 
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IPLCõS  
HANGING OF THE  
GREENS PARTY 

 

Saturday, November 26, 2011 

10:00 AM  
 

Help Celebrate Advent by decorating the 

Sanctuary and Victory Hall for the Christmas 

Holidays.  The tree needs to be put up and 

decorated, the holly on the balcony and doors, the 

cresh needs to be built.   

 

Make it a family affair -with your family and your 

church family.      

Please help decorate the tree in Victory 

Hall with scarves, mittens and knitted 

caps which we will donate to the Irving 

Park food pantry.  Winter coats are also 

welcome.  
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DONNA JEAN HOLMQUIST VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 

FROM THE IRVING PARK  FOOD PANTRY 

The Pantry is also organizing the Toys For Tots/Toy Drive 

for the holidays. I am currently getting information for the 

congregation as to what types of toys are needed. I will give 

you information as soon as I receive it. 

 

Translation Needs: We are in desperate need of Polish 

speakers. More and more Polish clients seek our help and 

we are unable to help them because we don't have anyone to 

translate for us. If you know of anyone who can give even 

one day per month to help translate, that would be wonder-

ful! Please have them contact Lee at 312-608-1465 or 

leesstein@spacecushion.com 

 

Finally, on behalf of the board members and Harvest Bene-

fit committee, we give the warmest thanks to the members 

of the Irving Park Lutheran Church, for your generous par-

ticipation and support in the Harvest Benefit, which to date, 

after expenses, cleared over $2000.00 This is fantastic since 

this was our first event of this nature. We indeed feel 

blessed to have such steadfast allies in our mission to feed 

our hungry neighbors. 

 

 

--  

Neighbors Helping Neighbors since 1984 

 

Lee Samsami Stein 

Irving Park Community Food Pantry  
3801 N Keeler Avenue, Chicago IL 60641 

773-283-6296 

www.irvingparkfoodpantry.org 

Here's some important information regarding the Irving 

Park Food Pantry's needs: 

 

Coat Drive: We are currently accepting winter coats for 

men, women and children. Gently used, in good condition 

please. We'll be distributing one coat to each of our 1600 

families in November, until we run out. You can leave coats 

in a bag in the narthex (I'll try and provide a tote box or 

something) and Lee will take them to the pantry each week. 

 

Mitten Tree:  IPLC will set up the mitten tree for the hang-

ing of the greens. Please take some time to purchase, make 

or collect gloves, mittens, hats and/or scarves for your 

neighbors who are hungry and cold. This includes adults 

and children. 

 

Food Donations: The Pantry needs food donations--please 

continue to bring in your food items and place them in the 

basket in the narthex and Lee will take them to the pantry 

weekly. This is a great time to organize a food drive at your 

school, organization or workplace! It's very easy, and it 

makes such a difference! If you're interested, contact Lee at 

312-608-1465 or leesstein@spacecushion.com for informa-

tion and materials. 

 

For those who wish to simply make individual food dona-

tions, here's what we desperately need:  

Rice, Dried beans, Cookies and treats, Chips/crackers/

pretzels, Jello, Juice, Soup (family-sized portions good), 

Pasta, pasta sauce, Peanuts, any kind of nuts, Granola bars, 

energy snacks, and energy bars.  

The Service Team each year is asked to recommend to the 

council a memberôs name that has provided service and 

leadership to IPLC. This outstanding volunteer receives the 

Donna Jean Holmquist awardðwho was herself an out-

standing volunteer. In the Narthex is a list of those who 

have received this award. 

The recipient this year was confirmed at IPLC in 1961 and 

later married at IPLC. In the late ó60s she served as a Hi 

League sponsor and was part of the Foot Lighters. She and 

her husband were the first directors of Magic Mushroom 

when the program began in 1974. She has served several 

terms on the church council and is currently a member serv-

ing her second term as IPLC Treasurer. She is a member of 

the Fine Arts Committee, the Stewardship team, has di-

rected the preparation of the Seder meal for several years, 

organized the Advent Fair, helped organize Rally Day and 

helped for many years with the Fat Tuesday Pancake Din-

ner. 

Our award this year goes to Holly Lundquist. Holly is a 

cousin of Donna Jean and her husband says she is just like 

Donna Jean. Whenever there is a needed volunteer Holly is 

always available. 
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