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Advent:  A Time for Learning How to Wait  
By Pr. Bill Hutchison 

 

Advent is a season that always leads me to wonder about things in life.  In fact, 
when I was eleven, I wondered about why there were four Sundays in Advent.  No 

one could tell me, but someone suggested that I look it up in the encyclopedia (they 
used to have those in peopleôs homes and in libraries once upon a time).  So I looked 

up the word ñAdventò in the World Book Encyclopedia at our next door neighborsô 

home.  The answer given:  there are four Sundays in the season of Advent in honor of 

the four gospels that announce the coming of Jesus Christ to the world.  In a sense, 

each of the gospels teaches us how to wait by telling us something about the Son of 

God and his imminent return. 
I donôt know about you, but as I have gotten older, I very g-r-a-d-u-a-l-l-y have 

learned a few things about waiting:  waiting in long lines to buy gas during the mid-
70ôs oil crisis; waiting for the pastor at the church where I was confirmed to finish his 

sermon (he preached for 30 minutes each Sunday, from memory, in outline form!); 

waiting for my driverôs license to come (in my junior year of high school since I was 
younger than most of my classmates!); waiting for my fiancée to graduate from 

college (we got married four days later!); waiting for test results on my thyroid nodule 
just four months after we were married (it turned out not to be cancerous!); waiting 

for our first-born child to appear (my wife was in labor for over 30 hours before Kate 

finally arrived!); and on and on the list goes.  Waiting is seldom easy, and maybe you, 
too, have sensed that the more eagerly one awaits, the longer the wait seems to be. 

My late father-in-law, Dick Traina, reminded me of this truism with a story he 

used to tell about himself.  Not known for being patient, he was in the Yale rare books 
library standing in front of the elevator doors on the first floor.  He noticed that the 

elevator seemed interminably slow in coming.  As he became more and more 
impatient, he spied a small brass plaque mounted between the two sets of elevator 

doors, that read:  ñéGodot.ò  He realized the sign was a piece of very dry humor 

truly appropriate for this erudite setting ï it was a reference to ñWaiting for Godot,ò 
an absurdist play by Samuel Beckett, in which two characters, Vladimir and Estragon, 

wait endlessly and in vain for the arrival of someone named Godot.  As he described 

it, my father-in-law said a big smile came across his face that made the waiting that 
much easier (for in a strange way he had company during the wait). 

Perhaps there is something here to be learned about this season of Advent in 

which once again we are reminded of learning how to wait.  The time may seem long 

according to the eagerness with which we wait, but the waiting may be made so much 

easier by the company we keep.  Waiting with others who are also looking forward to 
the same thing makes the wait seem more freighted with purpose and possibility.  

Good company makes the moments engaging rather than possibly enraging ï we 
realize that we are not alone in our time of anticipation (and perhaps our 

impatience?).  Waiting reminds us once again that we are not as in charge of our lives 

as we like to think.  Waiting reinforces the realization that our world is not oriented to 
us and us alone ï we live in a complex world in which we are mere parts. 

As people of faith in the Christian tradition, perhaps we may learn to see Advent 

as a reminder of ultimate things so that we might catch glimpses of how God sees 
things.  Might we catch a vision of the larger unfolding picture of Godôs redeeming 

work in the world?  Can we see the brokenness of the world as a reminder that Godôs 
reconciling love is not yet finished and that God is counting on us to be hands and 

feet at work serving others in need?  May our waiting during this time of Advent be a 

reminder of Godôs coming to us, again and again, in the form of Jesus ï in the 
homeless person, in the hungry person, and in the person who needs help and healing.  

Soé letôs wait and see, together! 



RETURN TO SENDER 

 While we have printed scores of letters from IPLCôs 

World War II letter writers, this may be the first time weôre 
reproducing one of the letters written by Norman K. Olsen and 

the response from Pastor Joshua Oden. These letters were 

written in June of 1941, less than six months before the attack 
on Pearl Harbor. 

  
June 12, 1941 

Dear Pastor Oden: 

  I am extremely sorry that I have not written to you 
much sooner, but your time is not exactly your own in this 

manôs army. We have been constantly on the go ever since we 

arrived in Tennessee on these maneuvers. Sleep is something I 
used to get a little of once in a while, but now it is something 

we barely remember. We sleep when and where we can, in the 
rain, on the ground with all the hundreds of varieties of snakes 

and insects. Everyone is so tired that they can sleep standing 

up, but we are more or less used to it by now. 
 We have a chapel at Fort Custer and services are held 

several times on Sunday. Anyone can go to town to attend 
church services and we are encouraged to do so. I understand 

that more money is to be appropriated for five or six new 

chapels at the fort. Our religious training is very well looked 
after, but I do not enjoy anyoneôs sermons nearly as much as 

yours. I regret that I could not attend church more regularly 

than my work would permit, but next year I think I will be able 
to attend much oftener. When I get back to Chicago again, I 

will ñsee you in church.ò 
  

Sincerely, 

Norman K. Olsen 
* * * * * * *   

June 24, 1941 
Dear Norman: 

  I read your letter with a great deal of interest; in fact I 

got a good laugh out of it. Whenever I get a letter like this, it 
thrills me because I realize more than ever how true it is that to 

be away from home is a great thing for a little while, but to be 

home is much better. When you say that you are getting very 
little sleep, it makes me think of the old adage that ñall work 

and no play makes Jack a dull boy.ò But you cannot be dull, 
for you must be wide awake and on the job, for ñthe Yanks are 

coming, the Yanks are comingò ð and that means us.  

 Thanks, my dear Norman, for telling me about your 
services and other work. I am going to ask you to please tell 

me about your daily program, what you do during the day, 
what type of amusements you are having. If there is any 

problem I can share with you, I shall be so glad to do so. 

 Thanks for reminding me that your time is not exactly 
your own. How true that is of life also. 

 With best wishes, I am  é 

  
Very sincerely yours, 

Joshua Oden 
  

            ðRalph Greenslade  
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HISTORICALLY  SPEAKING  

 As we get ready to celebrate another Christmas sea-
son, itôs a good time to give thanks for our church founders 

and take a look at how IPLC members celebrated 90 years ago, 
in December 1922, when our church building was just five 

years old.  

 
 On Sunday, Dec. 17, the church bulletin called atten-

tion to the excitement that was coming to IPLC the following 

Sunday on Christmas Eve: 
 

 ñWe will celebrate one of the finest services we have 
ever had in our church. Preparations have been made to make 

this service one that will stand out second to none. Our chorus 

will render selections from the ñMessiah,ò as well as other 

numbers, and they will be assisted by organ and a string quar-

tet. In order that we may hold one service together with our 
children this year, the board of deacons has decided that this 

service shall be held in English. We hope, therefore, to have a 

full house packed to the doors to listen to the message of the 
day.ò 

 

 Pastor Joshua Oden was one busy minister during the 
Christmas season in 1922. On Sunday, Dec. 24, Pastor Oden 

presided and preached at the 10:30 a.m. service. The next 
morning, on Christmas Day, he ran the Swedish ñJulottaò ser-

vice at 5 a.m. Yes, 5 a.m. That was followed by the English 

service at 7 a.m., where he also delivered the sermon.  
 

 The first part of the popular three-part ñWhite Giftò 
Festival featuring the Beginners and Primary Departments, 

was held on Tuesday, Dec. 26, at 8 p.m., followed by Part 2, a 

presentation by the Junior and Intermediate Departments on 
Thursday, Dec. 28. One of the featured soloists was kindergar-

ten student Reuben Erickson Jr., who performed ñMy Very 

Best.ò Reuben is still a member of IPLC.  
 

 The ñWhite Giftò Festival was a time for the Sunday 
School departments to bring in their gifts for orphans, needy 

and charitable institutions. 

 

 The final part of the ñWhite Giftò Festival was on 

Saturday, Dec. 31, when the Adult and Senior Department 

presented gifts for the Seamanôs Home in Seattle, Wash., and 
for the Indian boys and girls of Albuquerque, N.M. 

  
   --Ralph Greenslade 
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FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Lost and Found 
 

Annual Sunday School 

Christmas Pageant 

 
Part of the Regular Church 

Service 
 
 

Sunday, December 16, 

2012 

10:30 a.m. 

 
 

 

Please come and see  

the Sunday School Students 

As they put their 

 Faith in Action  

To tell the Good News 
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When Jesus was 12, he worried 
his parents by staying behind at 

the temple as their travel group 
departed Jerusalem. What Jewish 

festival had they celebrated in the 

city?  
 

 A. Hanukkah 

 B. Purim 
 C. Passover 

 D. The Feast of Tabernacles 
 

 

Bible Quiz  

Answer: C (See Luke 2:41-49.) 

CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS 
 
Advent Colors 

 

       One of the seasonôs sym-
bolic colors is blue, representing 

hope. During Advent, we wait in 
hope to celebrate again Godôs 

coming in human form, and we 

look forward in hope to Christôs 
coming in glory at the end of the 

age. Purple symbolizes the roy-

alty of Jesus, the coming Prince 
of Peace, and the penitence with 

which we receive him. Some 
congregations also use pink or 

white candles in Advent 

wreaths, with pink symbolizing 
joy and white symbolizing the 

Christ child. 

RECONSIDER THE RUSH 
 
 The Christmas rush leads to stress for many people. But 

author Burton Hills viewed the madness from another 

perspective: 
 ñEventually, the hour comes when the rushing ends and 

the race against the calendar mercifully comes to a close. It is 
only now, perhaps, that we truly recognize the spirit of 

Christmas. It is not a matter of days or weeks, but of centuries 

ð [more than] twenty of them now since that holy night in 
Bethlehem. Regarded in this manner, the pre-Christmas rush 

may do us greater service than we realize. With all its temporal 

confusion, it may just help us to see that by contrast, Christmas 
itself is eternal.ò

WHATôS MISSING? 
 
 When shopping for gifts became too difficult, an elderly 

man decided to just send checks to relatives. In his Christmas 

cards, mailed early, he wrote, ñBuy your own present!ò 
 After the holiday, the man noticed heôd received few cards 

in return. Puzzled, he went into his study, in-tending to write 
to a few relatives and ask what had happened. As he cleared 

his cluttered desk, the horrified 

man found the answer. Under a 
stack of papers were the checks 

heôd forgotten to enclose with 

his cards! 
 The lesson? Donôt be in such 

a hurry to give gifts that you 
inadvertently leave out whatôs 

most important. Without the 

message of Jesus and his birth, 
the earthly trappings of 

Christmas are empty indeed. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS! 
 
 Taking several trains on vacation, I noticed how the 

conductorsô ñwelcomeò messages differed. Unlike air travel, 

with identical safety instructions no matter the airline or flight 
attendant, on Amtrak each speech was unique. One conductor 

emphasized that parents should always accompany children. 

Another warned that restrooms would be shut down if they 
werenôt kept clean. Still another said passengers entering the 

station during a brief stop risked getting left behind. 
 No doubt each announcer highlighted matters that had 

previously been problematic. Similarly, the gospel accounts of 

Jesusô birth emphasize what each writer thought most 
important to share. 

 Matthew, writing for a Jewish audience, highlights 

similarities between Jesus and Moses; focuses on Joseph, 
whose lineage connects Jesus to King David and Abraham; 

and tells of wise men seeking the new ñking of the Jews.ò 
Luke, meanwhile, writes to Gentiles and societyôs ñunderdogsò 

ð women and the poor ð highlighting Mary, Jesusô humble 

birth and his first visitors: lowly shepherds. 
 We, too, might consider how to tailor faith-sharing to our 

listeners. Long-term friends, new neighbors, children and the 
hurting will all be moved by different aspects of Godôs love. 



Birthdays  
1 Ayla Benson 

 Loretta Sherman 

2 Liberty Dela Vega 

 Dawn Klitz 

3 Holly Lundquist 

4 Alyssa Crook 

6 Shirley Atkinson 

7 Dallas Brodersen 

8 Patricia Desecki 

10 Reuben Erickson 

11 Marie Grunst 

14 Sue Biedron 

15 Lillian Heminover 

 Alan Johnson 

17 David Hall 

18 Mike Biedron 

 Rebecca Haneberg 

 Sylvia Harrison 

19 Kirsten Kimball 

20 Gloria Rucinski 

 Ken Swanson 

21 Cesar Pulex 

23 Noel Nape 

 Rio Wojteiewicz 

24 Cheyenne Crook 

 Lee Stein 

27 James Johnson 

28 James Smith Grattan 

31 Jeffrey Greenslade 

 

Anniversaries  
12.14.96 Nancy & David Hall 

12.17.94 Yaz Ebeid & Anne Puotinene 

12.18.65 Eleanor & Oscar Holmberg 

W.E.L.C.A. NEWS! 
Come one, come all  

to the  
MIRIAM CIRCLEMIRIAM CIRCLEMIRIAM CIRCLE    

 Christmas Boutique  
    Cookies and Crafts make great gifts for all!  

When:   Sunday December 16, 2012  
Where:   Victory Hall  

Time:   During coffee hour and following the 
Sunday School program  

All proceeds will be divided equally among the Irving Park 

Community Food Pantry, Hands to Help (provides help for the 
homeless in the area), and the ELCA Disaster Relief Fund 

Staten Island, NY 

 
Women's Spiritual Retreat  
The WELCA unit at Luther Memorial Church, 2500 W. 

Wilson, Chicago IL, will have an over-night Spiritual Retreat 
February 8 & 9, 2013 at the Cenacle Retreat and Conference 

Center located on Fullerton Ave. near Clark Street.   

 
There may still be a few overnight slots available so please 

reply as soon as possible. 

 
If you wish to attend on Saturday morning, the cost is $50.  

There will be a keynote speaker, breakout sessions, and lunch. 
Reservations must be made by no later than January 15, 2013. 

 

If you are interested in attending, please let Sharon Iverson 
know so carpooling can be arranged.  Email or call Sharon at: 

nosrevi726@sbcglobal.net or 312-209-2786. 
 

Lutheran/Catholic Day 
Saturday, April 13, 2013  

St Giles Catholic Church in Oak Park, IL 
The theme is  

òHearts and Hands of Christó 

"WITH HEART AND VOICE" 
 

"With Heart and Voice" is the name of the radio program, on 
at 6:00AM, on Sundays, on WFMT, 98.7. Yes, I did say 

6:00AM.  
 

For one hour they play sacred music and many organ selec-

tions. The program follows the church calendar. Many of the 
selections are familiar hymns or anthems you have heard the 

choir's do. It's a nice jump start to your Sunday, giving you a 

heads up on the themes of the day.  Start the new church year 
with heart and voice. 

 
You can also replay the program from their website, 

WFMT.com, at your convenience. 
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