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THE BLESSING OF AUGUST 
by Pastor Erin Bouman 

 

The ñBack to Schoolò displays are already up in the drugstores, and Iôm not happy 
about it.  In fact, already in mid-July, Iôm quite certain I saw mannequins in school 

clothes in the window at the Sears at Six Corners.  Like Christmas ads in October, 

it felt fast.   

 

The clock outside my office was fast, too.  It had been a couple minutes ahead for 

a couple of months.  Then, suddenly, it stopped.  (Several of us kept checking it at 
a meeting that went on for quite some time.)  The next morning the office staff and 

I got it down and took out the batteries.  One was crusted over, which didnôt seem 
good.  We inserted new batteries, and watched in surprise as the second hand spun 

around and around at hyper speed.  ñWoah!ò we shrieked.  Thatôs not what we 

wanted.  A day at that rate would not be welcome. Way too fast.  It was a beautiful 
summer day.  We had barely said good morning.  

 

I know September will come, but Iôm hoping to savor August.  Itôs a long month.  
Thereôs still lots of daylight, still lots of warmth, still time before we have to worry 

about another polar vortexðno matter what theyôre putting on the mannequins.   
 

I plan to enjoy, still for a while, wearing summer clothes, being hot in church and 

happy, if sweaty.  Iôm looking forward to a few more summer movies, bingeing 
through a few TV series, lingering over puzzles or books.  Iôm planning on taking 

evening walks or rides and admiring the fire flies.  Iôm hungry for ears of corn and 
homegrown tomatoes.  Iôm hoping to savor August. 

 

I believe these are blessings from God, meant to be enjoyed in season.  For 
everything there is a season, and a blessing in every one.   

 

May you be blessed this August! 
 

2015 Ecumenical Pilgrimage to Cuba 
Read more about an exciting opportunity with other Lutherans in Chicago: (The 

article below originally published in the Metropolitan Chicago Synod Newsletter) 

 
In January 2015 you are invited to join an ecumenical pilgrimage to Cuba. Since 

the group will be traveling with a particular educational purpose, it will be a legal 
and authorized trip both by the US and Cuban governments. The tentative itinerary 

includes several days experiencing the historical and cultural highlights of Havana, 

including Sunday worship at the Episcopal cathedral; one day at Varadero, a 
popular beach resort; and excursions to the ecumenical seminary in Matanzas, and 

several small congregations. The trip will facilitate people-to-people conversations 

with Cubans. The Rev. Craig Mueller, pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Chicago, and Ernest Vasseur, who was born in Cuba, will serve as hosts 

throughout the trip and a Cuban tour guide will accompany the group as well. 
Several optional educational forums will be offered in Chicago during 2014 to 

help prepare for the trip. For more information and to receive updates about the 

trip, go to www.holytrinitychicago.org/cuba. 

TIDINGS 
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Magic Mushroom Closing Celebration: August 1, 6 pm 
IPLCôs Magic Mushroom Summer Childrenôs Program final 

day is Friday, August 1st.  Join us for the closing celebration at 
6 pm!  

 

Learning New Liturgical Music Before Worship Our 
Preludes this summer are practice sessions -- join us at 9:25 

am to learn parts of Setting Nine from our hymnal, Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship (ELW).  Each week weôll focus on a new 
piece and then incorporate it into the service. 

 

Summer Challenges IPLC 

 

Dear friends, 
 

Traditionally summer brings us many opportunities for getting 
away from the city on weekends or planning time for fun in 

the warmer weather, especially after our long and severe 

winter. These opportunities are well deserved and needed. 
However the church's expenses continue at the same rate.  

 

Thank you for your faithfulness. I ask you to remember to 
keep your financial pledge. 

 
For the Stewardship Committee, 

NEWS FROM AROUND I. P. L. C. 

Summer Fellowship after Worship ï Sign up for August! 
Itôs great to see the fellowship happening after the 9:30 

worship service this summer.  Thanks to all who are a part of 
this!  We could use a few more hosts for August.  See the sign-

up sheet on the bulletin board in Victory Hall or contact Elmer 

Haneberg at elmerrock@sbcglobal.net.  
 

Celebrating an Anniversary, Restoring Our Piano! Many 

thanks to all who helped celebrate 50 years of marriage for Joe 
& Ginia Jahrke at a special coffee hour July 27th, and thanks 

to the happy couple for their significant donation towards the 
restoration of IPLCôs Steinway grand piano.  The piano, which 

is 107 years old, is a rare and valuable instrument but is in 

need of major overhaul.  Bids for the various repairs are being 
explored.  You may contribute to the Piano Restoration Fund 

with checks to IPLC, noting in the memo line ñPiano 
Restoration.ò   

 

Applying Bible Principles 
There are some wonderful principles in the Old Testament 

which apply to present-day Christians. One of these is in 

Deuteronomy 8:10-18. Stated in contemporary language, it 
says, ñWhen you have eaten and are full, when your cars, 

houses and bank accounts multiply, donôt forget where it came 
from: Remember the Lord your God.ò 

 

In truth, all that we have comes from God. He determines what 
we will receive, whether it be money, gold, silver, houses, 

land, bank accounts, stocks, bonds, etc. It all belongs to Him in 
the first place, and He entrusts it to us. According to Davidôs 

prayer in 1 Chronicles 29, riches, honor, power, and wealth all 

come from God. 
 

Thatôs why there is no such thing as a self-made man or 

woman. Oh, we have to do our part. Godôs plan is not that we 
just sit around praying and reading the Bible all day long so 

that what we need to survive will miraculously drop into our 
hands. Weôre not just to pray for ñour daily bread,ò but weôre 

also to get up each day and work for it!  Thatôs why the 

Apostle Paul stated clearly, ñAnyone unwilling to work should 
not eatò (2 Thes. 3:10). But in reality, the amount of money 

and wealth which we receive is determined by God. According 

to His divine will and knowledge, He entrusts to each of us the 
amounts which He knows will be best for us. 

 
What should be our reaction to our financial state? Some 

might pray, ñDear Lord, you must have made a mistake 

concerning me and my finances. Please give me more money.ò 
Others might try to circumvent Godôs design for their lives by 

trying to win the lottery or to obtain large sums of money 
through some other means. Mature Christians, however, will 

realize Godôs infinite wisdom far surpasses their limited 

perspective. They will accept with a thankful spirit what God 
has entrusted to them and seek to honor God by their living 

and by their giving. 

 

FIVE GIFTS FROM GOD 

  Love makes our friends a little dearer. 

  Joy makes our hearts a little lighter. 
  Faith makes our paths a little clearer. 

  Hope makes our lives a little brighter. 
  Peace brings us all a little nearer. 

 

ðAuthor unknown  
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Army Pvt. Richard F. Williams was one of the more prolific 
ñReturn to Senderò contributors. While many of the IPLC 

letter writers wrote one or two pieces, there are 10 letters or V-

mails from Williams, chronicling his WWII journey from 
Christmas time in 1942 through 1943, when he last wrote from 

New Guinea. 

 
Williams, who grew up in Aurora, was not a member of IPLC 

but had the good sense to marry an IPLC woman named 
Eleanor. Unfortunately, the letters leave no clue which 

ñEleanorò he married, so itôs hard to add other details about his 

experiences at IPLC. 

 

Nevertheless, here is one of his first letters, printed in all 
capital letters, dated Dec. 28, 1942: 

 

Dear Pastor, 
 

Just a short line of thanks for the gifts which I have received 

thru the church. First, the prayer book, which I received 
yesterday. I have one, which is a G.I. one but will use the new 

one as it means more to me. Second, the money order. That 
was a gift which was a complete surprise. You ask what I will 

do with it. Well, on my first chance, I am going to buy a pipe 

which is something a man can always use. It will remind me of 
you folk back home. Thanks a million. 

 
There is one thing I wish to tell about before closing. On 

Christmas morning, just at daybreak, our outfit had a 

formation at which the presidentôs message was read. 
Following this, the American Red Cross gave out packages to 

all boys in the service. Then followed a regular day of work. 

This was interrupted only by our chow call, at which we had 
the best meal ever eaten by my since being in the Army. 

 
On Christmas Night, there was an open air service. This was 

on a top of a hill. You could look in all directions for miles. 

This was topped off by a large tropical moon which made 

almost daylight. The service was a combined scripture and 

carol type. One company band supplied the music. 
 

The service closed with a unison recitation of the Lordôs 

Prayer. I know that by reading this you can gain very little as 
to how this looked. Only wish it could have been recorded for 

those of you back home to see. Someday I may be able to give 

you a word picture personally, which would be much better.  
 

So, until that day, I will let it ride. 
 

With that thot and again thanking you, I am é 

 
Pvt. Richard F. Williams 
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Those who appreciate some of the finest architecture in the 

world have long held Chicagoôs skyline in high regard.  
Chicagoôs architectural jewels include everything from the 

distinctive X-bracing exterior of the John Hancock Center to 

the gleaming white facade of the Wrigley Building to the 
mammoth square footage of the Merchandise Mart. 

History buffs can enjoy the treasures found in the walls of 
the Tribune Tower, known for its beautiful neo-Gothic style, 

and the IPLC Educational Building, known for its ñutility 

rather than its beauty.ò 
Well, thereôs a stretch! But there is a common historical 

link between the Tower and our ñgym.ò  

Tribune Tower, completed in 1925, features rocks and 
bricks from some of the worldôs greatest structures, including 

the Great Pyramids, the Alamo, Lincolnôs tomb and the Great 
Wall of China.  

IPLCôs Educational Building, completed in 1937, also 

features treasures from around the world, not including a slew 
of pre-prep basketball trophies.  

So the next time you enter the gym, take a few steps back 
and gaze at history. Be sure youôre toting this copy of the 

Tidings to follow along 

For those of you new to IPLC, and for us afflicted with 
memory loss, here is what we wrote about our historic bricks 

in 2004 during the first year of ñHistorically Speakingò 

epistles. The information first appeared in a booklet published 
in 1943 to honor IPLCôs 40th anniversary: 

 
ñOn the front facade of the Educational Building, above each 

lamp, are to be found a number of bricks and stones which are 

of both historical and architectural interest. Three old bricks 
above each lamp were salvaged from the Immanuel Lutheran 

Church (at the corner of Sedgwick and Hobbie), the mother 
congregation of the Augustana churches in Chicago, which 

was destroyed (in the Great Chicago Fire of 1871). 

ñBetween the bricks are small stones that have come from 
various parts of the world. On the left side as one faces the 

entrance are two stones, one from Skane, and the other from 

Upsala Kulle in Sweden. Below them are pieces of granite 
from the Acropolis at Athens, Greece, and a piece of marble 

from a catacomb in Rome. There is also a stone from the Dead 
Sea. 

ñTo the right of the entrance are two stones picked from 

Gordonôs Calvary in Jerusalem; below them, in the center, is a 
stone from the Sea of Galilee; to the right a piece of plaster 

from the excavated city of Pompeii situated just below the 
volcanic Mount Vesuvius; and to the left a stone from 

Wittenberg, Germany, the city of the Ninety-Five Theses. 

ñThus the east and the west, the old and the new world, 
Catholicism and the Reformation, proclaim their silent 

messages through these óstones that speak.ô ôô 

While a few stones and bricks are partially covered with 
modern-day mechanical hardware, they still are visible 77 

years after they were placed there for our enjoyment. 
 

ïRalph Greenslade 

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING RETURN TO SENDER 



2014 MAGIC MUSHROOM CHILDRENôS SUMMER PROGRAM 
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This year's theme for Magic Mushroom was Workshop of Wonders! We had 47 children 
in the program with 4 classrooms and 8 aides. The photos include a trip to Lincoln Park 

Zoo, a performance of James and the Giant Peach by American Eagle Production and we 
also went to Millennium Park. We talked about how God works wonders in us and 

through us by helping us by Imagining with God, Building with God, Growing with God, 

Working with God, and Walking with God because "You are the God how works 
wonders" Psalm 77:14a. 


