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O Come, O Come 
by Pastor Erin Bouman 

 

Practices for the IPLC Sunday School Christmas Play are well underway.  As 

Iôve learned is the tradition here, itôs epic in scale, with multiple scenes and specially 

crafted and individualized parts.  Iôve heard some of the role assignments and 

snatches of dialogue.  It includes humor, subtle and broad, and a winsome wisdom.  

Whether all that will be heard the day of the play (Sunday, December 14th, 10:30 

am), whether all the urging to speak LOUDLY and s ï l- o- w ï l - y will be 

overcome by the excitement of the day, the potential for embarrassment, or a sudden 

onset of stage fright, is always a gamble.  Sometimes children will have something 

down by heart, confident of what they need to say and be, only to tuck their chins 

into their chests when it comes time to do it.  (Sometimes that happens to adults, too.  

We feel poised and ready, only to find ourselves crumpling inward...) 

Iôm looking forward to the Christmas play, a Sunday when children are our 

worship leaders, a day when children tell the story of Godôs love come to us in 

human form.  Iôm sure it will be special. 

Perhaps even more than the day itself, though, there is something special about 

looking back on the day, something special about the retelling of the day.  I think, for 

example, about what Iôve heard about one yearôs understudy for baby Jesus.  That 

particular iteration of the play and day called for an 11th hour substitutionðand an 

infant from the congregation rose to the occasion. (Mom helped.)  Surely that story, 

that opportunity to embody, even in a small and unconscious way, our Savior, will 

stick with that child and his family.  Or I think of how some young adults stopped by 

our church, stopped by for a funeral, actually, and reminisced about how they had 

been part of Christmas plays here years ago as children.  Standing in the chasm of 

grief, they wondered if the large camel prop was still around.  (It is.) 

With all of modern lifeôs demands on our time and attention, with all the 

evidence that Bible stories are becoming less well known by wider society, still the 

scene at the manger has a remarkable staying power.  Author Marilyn Robinson 

writes: ñI have a theory that the churches fill on Christmas and Easter because it is 

on these days that the two most startling moments in the Christian narrative can be 

heard again.  In these two moments, narrative fractures the continuities of history.  It 

becomes so beautiful as to acquire a unique authority, a weight of meaning history 

cannot approach.ò  Something about this story compels us to tell it, and retell it. 

More than that, it compels us not just say it, but see it, have it acted out, especially 

by children. 

Robinson writes:  ñIf we sometimes feel adrift from humankind, as if our 

technology-mediated life on this planet has deprived us of the brilliance of the night 

sky, the smell and companionship of mules and horses, the plain food and physical 

peril and weariness that made our great-grandparentôs lives so much more like the 

life of Jesus than any we can image, than we can remind ourselves that these stories 

have stirred billions of souls for thousands of years, just as they stir our souls, and 

our childrenôs.  What gives them their power?  They tell us that there is a great love 

that has intervened in history, making itself known in terms that are startlingly, and 

inexhaustibly, palpable to us as human beings.ò 
The story of God become human calls for embodimentðhumble as it is, humble 

as we are.  No matter how we muffle our lines, God comes to us, in our crumpled 

state.  God comes to us, and calls to us:  Tell this story. 

 

Quotes from Robinson are taken from the essay ñWondrous Love,ò from the 

book When I Was a Child I Read Books, New York: Farrar, Straus, & Giroux, 2012.  
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AROUND THE IPLC COMMUNITY 

Parish Visitors  The primary function of Parish Visitors is to 

ñlove one another as I have loved you.ò (John 13:34)  The 

Parish Visitor makes contact by phone, in writing, or in person 

for the purpose of being a conduit of  truth and love and an 

extension of the congregational community in a personôs 

home.  Would you like a Parish Visitor? Do you know 

someone who could use a Parish Visit?  Contact Rick Reschke 

at  (312) 375-2134 or ricchardareschke@yahoo.com. 

 

Sunday Adult Bible Study: AdventðThe Church in 

Waiting    How can we be a Church in Waiting? Come to 

Victory Hall Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:15 am for an 

Advent focused Bible Study.  For more information, contact 

Cindy Kuhn (cindy.kuhn@comcast.net). 

 

Parenting Group: More than Happiness   As we read The 
Blessing of a Skinned Knee by Dr. Wendy Mogel, weôve been 

discussing the importance of imbuing responsibility and 

accountability in our children, in addition to (and as part of!) 

fostering their emotional well-being.  ñHumans are the only 

creatures that devote energy to making their offspring happy.  

The rest of the animal kingdom is devoted to fostering 

competence to survive in the world,ò Mogel notes. ñChildren 

deserve more than our love and devotion.  They deserve to be 

taught how to fend for themselves and eventually contribute to 

society.ò  Join us for conversations about these and other 

aspects of parenting, 9:30-10:15am in the Chapel. 

 

Thank You Stewards of IPLC!   Thank you to all who 

helped with the November Stewardship Campaign!  Thank 

you to all who turned in a pledge card!  If you have not yet, 

you still can!  Consider signing up to give electronically at 

www.iplc.org/Serve-and-Give.  Electronic giving provides a 

steady flow of support for the church and can help you grow in 

your stewardship.  Please do still participate in the sacred ritual 

of offering during worship by using the green cards located in 

the pewsðthis offers an important and powerful witness of 

your giving.  Thanks!  

 
From the Stewardship Team   Why the green cards in the 

pews?  Because so many people do online giving and do not 

use envelopes, the Stewardship  Team was concerned about 

the message we might be sending to the children who collect 

the offering and visitors.  We had also heard that people felt 

bad about not putting in envelopes.  So, the idea of the small  

green cards was born.  Now everyone can put an envelope in 

the offering plate if they wish to do so. 

 

One More AEDTraining Session Nov. 30   David Hall will 

offer one more training session for our new AED (Automated 
External Defibrillator) after worship on Sunday, Nov. 30.  

Thank you David ! 
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Applying Bible Principles   If you read annual reports from 

publicly held companies or banks, you will frequently see the 

word ñfiduciary.ò Fiduciary is used as an adjective to describe 

something which is held in trust. It is also used as a noun to 

describe the one who is a trustee who must account for that 

which is held in trust.  For example, a bank president has a 

fiduciary responsibility to stockholders in the bank and to de-

positors who place their money in the bank.  A company treas-

urer has a fiduciary responsibility to the owners of the com-

pany.  A payroll clerk has a fiduciary responsibility to pay 

people what they have earned. 

 

You may never have considered yourself a fiduciary, and you 

may never have acted officially in a fiduciary capacity, but in 

reality, you are a fiduciary.  All of us are.  We are trustees for 

God.  We are not accountable for salvation, since that account 

was settled once and for all on the cross.  Instead, in our fidu-

ciary responsibility to the Almighty, we must give an account 

of how we have used what God has entrusted to us. 

 

Just as a bank president must account to stockholders and de-

positors on how their funds are used, we must account for how 

we have used what God has entrusted to us. Since everything 

we have rightfully belongs to God, we will need to report on 

how we have managed Godôs assets! 

 

As you consider how you have used what God has entrusted to 

your care and keeping during the past twelve months, what 

kind of job have you done?  And more importantly, as a 

ñfiduciaryò of what God has placed in your hands, at yearôs 

endðand at your lifeôs endðwill you be able to report with 

joy and eagerness how you managed Godôs assets?  

 

Sunday School on Break: December 21 & 28   Rest & re-

cover from the Christmas Play! 

 

December in the Library   If you have not checked out the 

library in Victory Hall now is the time!  We are celebrating  

Advent  with items for all ages.  There are lots of Christmas 

story books, a few mangers you can take home if you hurry, 

word puzzles, coloring pages, family devotion books and 

much more to create Advent discussions at home.  Grab a free, 

custom book mark made by the Sr. High Sunday school class. 

 

Sr. High Sunday School Update  The Sr. High Sunday 

School class is talking about Service and the serving of others.  

We have not only made the book marks for the library, but 

College Student Care Kits to give to our college students to let 

them know IPLC is thinking about them.  During the month of 

October, Pastor appreciation month,  we made something spe-
cial for Pastor Bouman.  We will soon be embarking on our 

annual making Christmas cards for shut ins. 



RETRUN TO SENDER  
 

After a month off, the Return to Sender bureau is back in 

business, and we have another successful ñreturnò to celebrate.  

On Oct. 5, Dudley Killam of La Canada Flintridge, Calif., 

was doing some ancestry research about his aunt, Lillian Mar-

garet Lindskog, and the Google gods led him to the IPLC Re-

turn to Sender program. The result is that Lillian Lindskogôs 

family became the 131 st family to receive their loved oneôs 

letters that were written to IPLC Pastor Joshua Oden during 

World War II.  

Two of Lillian Lindskogôs letters were in the collection of 

more than 1,000 letters that were ñdiscoveredò in an out-of-the

-way storage area at IPLC in 2006. Weôre getting close to 

cracking the ñfinal 100 barrier,ò with only 105 more families 

to track down. Please take a look at the names of the missing 

letter writers at IPLC.org.  

Womenôs Army Corps Sgt. Lillian Lindskog wrote both 

letters while she was on duty in Dutch New Guinea in 1945.  

Lillian, who was born Jan. 1, 1910, was 35 when she 

wrote one letter on March 7, 1945. The other was penned on 

July 12, 1945.  

Here are the final two paragraphs from her July 12 letter:  

 

ñWe have had the opportunity to make plane trips to Biak, 

a nearby island. Seeing New Guinea from the clouds in a beau-

tiful C-47 (Skytrain Military Transport) is quite an experience.  

ñI have been fortunate to keep my good health and hope 

Providence continues to watch over those of us remaining. Our 

squadron chaplain is a Lutheran minister and brings to our 

minds thoughts of our home church. Remember me to all my 

friends in Irving Park, and many thanks to you for your kind-

ness. May God bless you and yours and pray that we may all 

return home soon.ò  

Sincerely, Lillian Lindskog  

 

Lillianôs nephew, Dudley, said Lillian and her younger 

sister, Flora (Dudleyôs mother), were the daughters of Swedish 

immigrants, Ernst Anshelm Lindskog and Elin Christina Pers-

son Lindskog. He said they born in Chicago and were raised as 

Swedish Lutherans.  

Both worked as stenographers, with Flora relocating be-

fore the war to the Federal Department of Agriculture in 

Washington, D.C. Lillian stayed in Chicago. They both joined 

the Womenôs Army Corp in 1943 and volunteered for service 

overseas.  

Lillian and Flora were with the troops who moved from 

Australia to New Guinea and onto the Philippines. Lillian 

stayed in the service until early 1946, when she returned to 

live in Chicago and work at Standard Oil. In the 1938 IPLC 

directory, Lillian lived at 2031 W. Balmoral. She died on June 

29, 1992. Flora died in 1986.  

After he received the letters, Dudley Killam wrote in an 

email that he was thankful for the ñReturn to Senderò program.  
ñThank you (to IPLC) SO MUCH for taking such kind 

care of these letters all these years! é I will share these letters 

with my brother and my sister.ò  

ðRalph Greenslade  

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 
 

Not surprisingly, a majority of the items written in the 

December 1944, edition of the Tidings had something to do 

with World War II. But, of course, there also was plenty of 

information about what IPLC was doing during the Christmas 

season. 

It was a very busy time at the corner of Belle Plaine and 

Harding. Here are a few Christmas season highlights from 70 

years ago, straight out of the Tidings: 

ñThe holiday season in our church opened with a beautiful 

Christmas Evensong on Sunday, Dec. 17, arranged by George 

Luntz and the Chorus-Choir, who with the help of Mrs. Lillian 

Carlson at the organ, Francis Hill at the piano and Doriss 

Briggs, guest harpist, gave a glorious and excellent rendition 

of the Christmas music. é 

ñThe following Sunday was Christmas Eve, and the 11 

oôclock service was given over to the Church School Christ-

mas service. é The little tots did their best, and the older chil-

dren took their parts well. 

ñAt midnight on Christmas Eve, throngs came to celebrate 

the birth of the Saviour. The church was filled to overflowing 

and those who could not gain admittance listened to the ser-

vice by means of loud speakers placed in the parish house or 

went home to their own radios. This was a glorious festive 

occasion, with the candlelight procession, the ceremonious 

lighting of the tapers, the singing of the old Christmas carols 

and the message by Dr. Oden. The service was broadcast by 

WCFL thru the generosity of the five Rosberg brothers and 

their families. Mr. Charles Rosberg represented the family in a 

greeting to the radio audience, and Mr. J. Vern Fridlund, as in 

former years, was the announcer. 

ñAt 4 oôclock Christmas morning, ñJulottaò ï at this early 

hour many came to worship during the all-Swedish service. é 

A quartet from the Swedish Glee Club performed. The Swed-

ish Glee Club of Chicago sponsored the broadcast. 

ñThe fifth service was held at 1 oôclock Christmas Day, 

when a regular Sunday morning attendance was present. The 

Junior Choir sang.ò 

ð Ralph Greenslade 

Flora Bernice Lindskog  
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HANGING OF THE GREENS 

Saturday Nov. 29 th  
10 am  

Help us decorate the church for Advent and 

Christmas!  Our annual ñHanging of the 

Greensò event is a time of preparation and 

fellowship for people of all ages, 

coordinated by the Worship & Learning Teams.  Special crafts 

this year for children as young as 3 years old, and other fun 

activities for older children, too: making hats for the Food Pantry 

tree, making Advent wreaths, and more.  Parents and 

grandparents, come share this special time with your child!  Hot 

chocolate available, other treats too! 

 

 

We wanted to say ñThank Youò to the Twenty Four sponsors 

and twelve dogs and one hamster, who attended the 9th 

Annual Pet Blessing. - Maggie, Smokey, Bandit, Abbey, 

Kindzy, Owen, Orie, Elmo, Denver, Buster, Bette, Dessa, and 

Flury.  A ñBig Thank Youò to Davie Hall who was our 

guitarist again this year. He assisted with the song ñAll Godôs 

Critters Got a Place in the Choirò song.  Nice Job!  New 

friends were made and Blessings were given by Pastor 

Bouman. The day was a bit chilly, wet and at a new location, 

which was the Garden but we had a successful event, ñThank 

youò to all who attended.  IPLC is blessed to have so many, to 

continue the Journey of Godôs work for the animals and the 

ones who love them.  God Bless You All - Nancy and Gerard 

Curtis. 

 

 

Cory Wojtkiewicz gave a safety presentation to the Girl Scout 

Daisy Troop 85 and Brownie 

Troop 360.  The presentation 

included home alone safety 

and stranger danger for the 

girls.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New baby Anna Elise 

Fredrickson, Granddaughter of 

Candy and Don Hamilton.  
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Irving Park is a very 

generous congregation!  

On Sunday, November 

16, the piano was the 

only musical instrument 

used during the service.  

Garrett Brodersen 

played the prelude, 

Christopher Richard and Dwan K. Buetow sang solos 

accompanied by the piano, and the choir sang an arrangement 

of ñHow Great Thou Artò 

accompanied by Bing at the 

piano.  At the end of the 

service Pastor Erin said a 

prayer as we sent the piano 

off for a major restoration.  

We had a reception 

afterward to celebrate the 

piano and all of the 

generous people who helped 

to pay for the restoration.  

On Monday, the piano was carefully moved to the workshop in 

Forest Park where it will be refurbished.  It will be gone about 

5 months.  As of November 18, 2014, 84 of the piano keys had 

been ñpurchasedò! 

 

Monday, November 2, was a historic night for our Troop 863 - 

three Scouts passed the rank of Eagle, Scouting's highest 

advancement award. To the best of my knowledge that has not 

happened here ever before and is actually quite rare even at a 

national level. 

The three young men attaining this rank are Fernando 

Feliciano, Matthew Waldack and Suliman Hai. 

I cannot fully describe how proud I am of the 

accomplishments of these three young men, each unique in 

their own ways yet all quite the same in exhibiting Scouting 

and leadership qualities rarely found in boys their age. 

Theirs is an example we should all seek to emulate, both in our 

Scouting lives and life in general. 

I am extremely grateful for having had the opportunity to work 

with each of these fine young men and they serve as a shing 

example for others to try and replicate. 

Well done Suliman, Matthew and Fernando. We are extremely 

proud of you and wish you the very best as you all finish up 

high school this year and begin college in the fall. 

Sincerely, 

Elmer Haneberg, Scoutmaster Troop 863 

PIANO FUND 



Itôs that time againé 

Calling all bakers and buyers  

For the Miriam Circle  
Christmas Cookie Sale and 

Christmas Boutique  

 

Sunday, December 14, 
During Coffee Hour And  

Following the Sunday School Program  

In Victory Hall  
 All proceed will be used for the  

Restoration of the Educational 

Building.  Our gym!   

CARLSON COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 

The Irving Park Fine Arts Committee is pleased to present 

George Frideric Handelôs The Messiah December 7, 2014 at 

3:00 p.m.  The Christmas section of Handelôs oratorio will be 

performed at Irving Park Lutheran Church, 4100 N. Harding 

Ave. and will feature four soloists and a chamber orchestra. 

The audience is the chorus!  

The Soloists are soprano Erin Thomas, mezzo soprano 

Jessye Wright, tenor Tobias Wright and baritone Christopher 

Richard. Series artistic director Roger Bingaman will conduct. 

Admission to the concert is free, but donations are accepted 

gladly. A holiday reception follows the concert. Chorus scores 

will be provided, but feel free to bring your own. The Fine 

Arts Committee last presented The Messiah in 2009 for an 

audience of about 125 people. This will be the fifth time the 

Irving Park Fine Arts Committee has presented this free 

concert over its 20 year history. The Greater Independence 

Park Neighborhood Association (GIPNA) is a supporting 

sponsor.  

The Irving Park Fine Arts Committee is celebrating its 20th 

anniversary of providing high-quality, professional music and 

theatrical events to the Irving Park community at a price 

everyone can afford. The Irving Park Fine Arts Concert Series 

is sponsored by Carlson Community Services, a 501(c)(3) non-

profit connecting the Irving Park community with programs 

that enrich lives through education, culture and service. For 

more information, visit www.carlsoncommunityservices.org.  

 

Three Brothers Garden closed the 2014 growing season 

with a whopping yield of more than 840 lbs. of vegetables.  
Now in its sixth year of operation, the garden is a partnership 

between Carlson Community Services and IPLC. Vegetables 

grown in garden are distributed to clients of the Irving Park 

Community Food Pantry. This past season we grew radishes, 

lettuces, greens, carrots, squash, peppers, beets, cucumbers, 

tomatoes, herbs and green beans. In planning what to grow, the 

committee that oversees the garden considers nutritional value 

and ease of preparation for food pantry clients. 

Volunteers began working in the garden in mid-April and 

gardened through late October.  Nearly 250 volunteer hours 

were logged, including harvesting, planting, clean-up and 

watering.  Between 8 and 10 volunteers participated each week 

in the Tuesday night harvests. Regular volunteers included 

Melanie Reschke, Martha Sanders, Judy Madsen, Dorene 

Jordan, Darcie Wadycki, Rebecca and Elmer Haneberg, Ellen 

and Ron Olech, Ruth Olech and Erin Bouman. Volunteers 

were led by college intern Matt Wylder. Matt oversaw the 

weekly harvests, delivered vegetables to the food pantry, 

tracked the number of hours volunteers worked and pounds of 

vegetables grown.   

Ruth Olech and Rebecca Haneberg are the co-chairs of the 

volunteer committee. Committee members are Erin Bouman, 

Yaz Ebeid, Dorene Jordan, Liz Mills, Melanie Reschke and 
Rich Wielock. The garden is fortunate to have such talented 

and dedicated garden leaders and volunteers! We are grateful 

to the many people who believe that everyone should have 

access to delicious organic vegetables. Thank you!  

7 

DECEMBER 
 BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Ayla Benson 

 Loretta Sherman 

 Ashley Wheeler 

2 Liberty Dela Vega 

 Dawn Stewart 

3 Holy Lundquist 

4 Alyssa Crook 

6 Shirley Atkinson 

7 Dallas Brodersen 

8 Pat Desecki 

9 Anna Nicks 

10 Reuben Erickson 

11 Marie Grunst 

 Ingrid Sporrong 

14 Sue Biedron 

15 Lillian Heminover 

 Alan Johnson 

17 David Hall 

18 Mike Biedron 

 Rebecca Haneberg 

 Sylvia Harrison 

19 Kirsten Kimball 

20 Gloria Rucinski 

21 Cesar Pulex 

 Daniel Ward 

23 Noel Nape 

 Rio Wojtkiewicz 

24 Cheyenne Crook 

 Lee Stein 

27 James Johnson 

28 James Smith Grattan 

DECEMBER 
  ANNIVERSARIES 
 

12.14.96 Nancy & David Hall 

12.17.94 Yaz Ebeid & Pam Puotien 

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make the 2014 Three 
Brothers Garden season a success! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0012CbyucQdU80M-pGs02U7zoOb8YRVcXUgux6c4PpSKJNoi1sEmAo1_4uHGOIkKyX0auudRo5QiBrbmjWT3B2byEsBEzOSZi9ekQ63Ac0YivQpGpgoMj-c3Ac7lavDz_bc

