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O Come, O Come

by Pastor Erin Bouman

Practices for the IPLC Sunday School Christmas Play are well underway. As
|l 6ve |l earned is the tradition here, i
crafted and individualized parts. | 0
snhatches of dialogue. It includes humor, subtle and broad, and a winsome wisdom.
Whether all that will be heard the day of the play (Sunday, DecemBet@:80
am), whether all the urging to speak LOUDLY aridlso- w1 | -y will be
overcome by the excitement of the day, the potential for embarrassment, or a sudde
onset of stage fright, is always a gamble. Sometimes children will have something
down by heart, confident of what they need to say and be, only to tuck their chins
into their chests when it comes time to do it. (Sometimes that happens to adults, to
We feel poised and ready, only to find ourselves crumpling inward...)

l &m | ooking forward to the Christ ma:
worship | eaders, a day when children
human f or m. Il 6m sure it wildl be spec

Perhaps even more than the day itself, though, there is something special aboult
looking back on the day, something special about the retelling of the day. | think, fo
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Editor music@iplc.org
Dwan Buetow
Praise Worship Coordinator
dwan@iplc.org
Chris Richard
Director of Ensemble
cnprichard@aol.com
Phil Bole
Custodiancustodian@iplc.org
Darcie Wadycki darcie51@aol.com
Nancy Hall ngh65@yahoo.com
Co-volunteer Sunday School
Coordinators

CONGREGATIONAL COUNC IL
Eleanor Barrett Phil Bole
Jonna Brodersen Sarah Clausen
Sue Geisler Jan Glure
Nancy Hall Sharon Iverson
Ginia Jahrke Eleanor Kepp
Richard Koehler Larry Lundquist
David McKenzie Bill Sherlock
Lee Stein Sandra Stumme

Darcie Wadycki  Cory Wojtkiewicz

COUNCIL PERSON EMERI TUS
Lloyd DaMask Gordon Johnson
Richard Wielock

particular iteration of the play and day called for ali idur substitutiod and an

infant from the congregation rose to the occasion. (Mom helped.) Surely that story,
that opportunity to embody, even in a small and unconscious way, our Savior, will
stick with that child and his family. Or I think of how some young adults stopped by
our church, stopped by for a funeral, actually, and reminisced about how they had
been part of Christmas plays here years ago as children. Standing in the chasm of
grief, they wondered if the large camel prop was still around. (Itis.)

With all of modern | ifeds demands o]
evidence that Bible stories are becoming less well known by wider society, still the
scene at the manger has a remarkable staying power. Author Marilyn Robinson
writes: Al have a theory that the chu
on these days that the two most startling moments in the Christian narrative can be
heard again. In these two moments, narrative fractures the continuities of history. |
becomes so beautiful as to acquire a unique authority, a weight of meaning history

cannot approach. o Somet hing about th
More than that, it compels us not just say it, but see it, have it acted out, especially
by children.

Robinson writes: Alf we someti mes |

technologymediated life on this planet has deprived us of the brilliance of the night
sky, the smell and companionship of mules and horses, the plain food and physical
peril and weariness that madeourgigat andpar ent 6 s | i ves s
life of Jesus than any we can image, than we can remind ourselves that these storie
have stirred billions of souls for thousands of years, just as they stir our souls, and

our childrenods. What gives them thei
that has intervened in history, making itself known in terms that are startlingly, and
i nexhaustibly, pal pable to us as huma

The story of God become human calls for embodithdénimble as it is, humble
as we are. No matter how we muffle our lines, God comes to us, in our crumpled
state. God comes to us, and calls to us: Tell this story.

Quotes from Robinson are taken from
bookWhen | Was a Child | Read Book&ew York: Farrar, Straus, & Giroux, 2012.



AROUND THE IPLC COMMUNITY

Parish Visitors The primary function of Parish Visitors is to  ARPlving Bible Principles If you read annual reports from
ilove one another as | have PYyplglyheld compagies grbgnks yeupill ifeguerglyspe the 1
Parish Visitor makes contact by phone, in writing, or in persopVo r d -~ Afi duciary. 6 Fiduciary
for the purpose of being a conduit of truth and love and an something which is held in trust. It is also used as a noun to

extension of the congregati §§5hethe engwhg is @ tfustee whp myst gecoyntfas hag o

home. Would you like a Parish Visitor? Do you know which is held in trust. For example, a bank president has a
someone who could useParish Visit? Conte Rick Reschke  fiduciary responsibility to stockholders in the bank and to de-
at (312) 378134 or ricchardareschke@yahoo.com. positors Wh_o pla_lce their money in the bank. A company treas-

urer has a fiduciary responsibility to the owners of the com-
Sunday Adult Bible Study: Advent® The Church in pany. A payroll clerk has a fiduciary responsibility to pay
Waiting How can we be a Church in Waiting? Come to people what they have earned.

Victory Hall Sunday mornings from 9:18:15 am for an
Advent focused Bible Study. For more information, contact
Cindy Kuhn (cindy.kuhn@comcast.net).

You may never have considered yourself a fiduciary, and you
may never have acted officially in a fiduciary capacity, but in
reality, you are a fiduciary. All of us are. We are trustees for
Parenting Group: More than Happiness As we readrhe God. We are not accountable for salvation, since that account
Blessing of a Skinned Knbey Dr . Wendy Mo g ¥3s setigdopcg and foraall g the cross. Instead, in our fidu-
discussing the importance of imbuing responsibility and ciary responsibility to the Almighty, we must give an account
accountability in our children, in addition to (and as part off) ©f how we have used what God has entrusted to us.

fostering their emotionalwebh e i n g . AfiHumans _are the onl

{ y
creatures that devote energy to making their offspring happy. Jus; as a bank pre§|dent must account to stockholders and de
The rest of the animal kingdom is devoted to fostering positors on how their funds are used, we must account for how

competence to survive in thdeRagused "1"h§t Ggpohqseeptru%eg fo 4g Since; gveyything
deserve more than our love and devotion. They deserve to bd/€ have rightiully belongs o God, we will need to report on
taught how to fend for themselves and eventually contribute t§' © W Weé have managed Gododos as.

society. o Join us for conversations about these and ot

aspects of parenting, 9:3®:15am in the Chapel. As you consider how you have used what God has entrusted to
’ your care and keeping during the past twelve months, what

Thank You Stewards of IPLC! Thank you to all who kind of job have you done? And more importantly, as a

Afiduciaryo of what God has
endand at yodwil ybuibé able $0 repartdvith
j and eagerness how you ma

helped with the November Stewardship Campaign! Thank
you to all who turned in a pledge card! If you have not yet,
you still can! Consider signing up to give electronicallyat } O Y
www.iplc.org/ServeandGive. Electronic giving provides a

steady flow of support for the church and can help you grow ir2unday School on Break: December 21 & 28Rest & re-
your stewardship. Please do still participate in the sacred ritugPVver from the Christmas Play!

of offering during worship by using the green cards located in
the pews this offers an important and powerful witness of
your giving. Thanks!

December in the Library If you have not checked out the
library in Victory Hall now is the time! We are celebrating
Advent with items for all ages. There are lots of Christmas

From the Stewardship Team Why the green cards in the story books, a few mangers you can take home if you hurry,
pews? Because so many people do online giving and do not Word puzzles, coloring pages, family devotion books and

use envelopes, the Stewardship Team was concerned about Much more to create Advent dlscussm_)ns at home. Grab a free,
the message we might be sending to the children who collect CUstom book mark made by the Sr. High Sunday school class.
the offering and visitors. We had also heard that people felt ) i

bad about not putting in envelopes. So, the idea of the small Sr-High Sunday School UpdateThe Sr. High Sunday

green cards was born. Now everyone can put an envelope inSchool class is talking about Service and the serving of others.
the offering plate if they wish to do so. We have not only made the book marks for the library, but

College Student Care Kits to give to our college students to let
them know IPLC is thinking about them. During the month of

g October, Pastor appreciation month, we made something spe-
cial for Pastor Bouman. We will soon be embarking on our
annual making Christmas cards for shut ins.

One More AEDTraining Session Nov. 30 David Hall will
offer one more training session for our new AED (Automate
External Defibrillator) after worship on Sunday, Nov. 30.
Thank you David !




RETRUN TO SENDER HISTORICALLY SPEAKING

After a month off, the Return to Sender bureau is back in Not surprisingly, a majority of the items written in the
business, and we have anot h ®ecenbertdds edision afthe Tidingsthad rsamethirtg to da e |
On Oct. 5, Dudley Killam of La Canada Flintridge, Calif., with World War 1. But, of course, there also was plenty of
was doing some ancestry research about his aunt, Lillian Marinformation about what IPLC was doing during the Christmas
garet Lindskog, and the Google gods led him to the IPLC Re-season.
turn to Sender program. The r kkwasdveryhusy timetatahe cotnerlofiBellaPlaing and d ¢
family became the 131 st f amarding. Her@areradew Ehristreas sedsenihighlights from @0 «
letters that were written to IPLC Pastor Joshua Oden during years ago, straight out of the Tidings:
World War 1. ifiThe holiday season in our
Two of Lillian Lindskog®6s dhrestmasd&vessonyenrSaenday,ect 17, arranged by @eorge
more than 1,000 | ett er softheh a Luntwand tbe OhatuSisoic, who evith ¢hd ldelp of Mrs.d.iliano u t
-way storage area at | PLC i nCafsbr0abthe oiyen d-raecis Hilkat thei piargp and Darisse  t
cracking the Afinal 100 b ar Biiggsrguesthavgist, davea@ glorigus dn@ éxcelleint reeditidn a

to track down. Please take a look at the names of the missingof t he Chr i st mas musi c. e

letter writers at IPLC.org. iThe following Sunday was (
Womends Army Corps Sgt. L ioldlcil aonc KL isnedrsvki ocge wwwaost eg i bvoetnh o v |

letters while she was on duty in Dutch New Guineain 1945. mas service. €é The |little to

Lillian, who was born Jan. 1, 1910, was 35 when she dren took their parts well.
wrote one letter on March 7, 1945. The other was penned on iAt midnight on Christmas E
July 12, 1945. the birth of the Saviour. The church was filled to overflowing
Here are the final two paragraphs from her July 12 letter: and those who could not gain admittance listened to the ser-
vice by means of loud speakers placed in the parish house or
ifWe have had the opport uniwenthometothea kwa ragids.arhisewas argiorjpuss festioe B i
a nearby island. Seeing New Guinea from the clouds in a beanecasion, with the candlelight procession, the ceremonious
tiful C-47 (Skytrain Military Transport) is quite an experience. lighting of the tapers, the singing of the old Christmas carols
Al have been fortunate t o akdehe message bgr.doden.hTeeséntich waa brahdcdsiobp e
Providence continues to watch over those of us remaining. OMCFL thru the generosity of the five Rosberg brothers and
squadron chaplain is a Lutheran minister and brings to our  their families. Mr. Charles Rosberg represented the family in a
minds thoughts of our home church. Remember me to all my greeting to the radio audience, and Mr. J. Vern Fridlund, as in
friends in Irving Park, and many thanks to you for your kind- former years, was the announcer.

ness. May God bless you and yours and pray that we may all ifAt 4 ob6cl ock Chr iisatthsaearly mor
return home soon. 0 hour many came to worship duringthe@live di sh ser
Sincerely, Lillian Lindskog A quartet from the Swedish Glee Club performed. The Swed-
ish Glee Club of Chicago sponsored the broadcast.
Lilliands nephew, Dudl ey, sd@imtheLiflilfitadnsaendicer wasumhegeér
sister, Fl ora (Dudl eyb6s mot lieenaregulav Sunday momimg attemdagch was preseno The

immigrants, Ernst Anshelm Lindskog and Elin ChristinaPers-J uni or Choir sang. 0
son Lindskog. He said they born in Chicago and were raised & Ralph Greenslade
Swedish Lutherans.

Both worked as stenographers, with Flora relocating be-
fore the war to the Federal Department of Agriculture in
Washington, D.C. Lillian stayed in Chicago. They both joined ;
the Womends Army Corp in 1943 and
overseas.

Lillian and Flora were with the troops who moved from
Australia to New Guinea and onto the Philippines. Lillian
stayed in the service until early 1946, when she returned to
live in Chicago and work at Standard Oil. In the 1938 IPLC
directory, Lillian lived at 2031 W. Balmoral. She died on June
29, 1992. Flora died in 1986.

After he received the letters, Dudley Killam wrote in an

for servi f

email that he was thankful for t Sender 0 pi

AThank you (to I PLC) SO MUCH f kind
care of these | etters al/l t hese " | share t|
with my brother and my sister.o Flora Bernice Lindskog

0 Ralph Greenslade




HANGING OF THE GREENS P1ANO FUND

Saturday Nov. 29 " Irving Park is a very
generous congregatio
10 am On Sunday, Novembe

Help us decorate the church for Advent and 16, the piano was the B
Christmas! Our ann u@ly mgsigal insgumen
Greenso event i s a tuUseddguriogthesendce
fellowship for people of all ages, Garrett Brodersen
coordinated by the Worship & Learning Teams. Special crafts played the prelude,
this year for children as young as 3 years old, and other fun Christopher Richard and Dwan K. Buetow sang solos

activities for older children, too: making hats for the Food Pantry accompanied by the piano, and the choir sang an arrangement
tree, making Advent wreaths, and more. Parents and of fiHow Great
grandparents, come share this special time with your child! Hot : accompanied by Bing at the
chocolate available, other treats too! piano. At the end of the

__ service Pastor Erin said a
prayer as we sent the piano

¥if fdr & Hajor rés®BrQiBrS © 1
We had a reception

) afterward to celebrate the

We wanted to say fAThank You
and twelve dogs and one hamster, who attended the 9th
Annual Pet Blessing.Maggie, Smokey, Bandit, Abbey,
Kindzy, Owen, Orie, EImo, Denver, Buster, Bette, Dessa, andg

N R | piano and all of the
Fl ury. A AiBig Thank Youo t ePeroli?pEopl@ whb helped
guitarist again this year. Eyayfoﬂrﬁereﬁ&dﬁcg\ naAI
Critters Got a Place in the Oﬁlﬂo?lda)f fhe p?at‘?o’%vﬂs carefull'mbved to tRelwbrksho) if |
friends were made and Blessings were given by Pastor Forest Park where it will be refurbished. It will be gone about
Bouman. The day was a bit chilly, wet and at a new location, g months. As of November 18, 2014 84 of the plano keys had
which was the Garden but webtégg ﬁp%lﬁ(&%%%%dl&| event , T h
youo to all who attended. esse t o have so m:

continue the Journey of Godg§nda NovEmbEr2,wasta Rigori@niyht BlolirTrodh Bed !
ones who love them. God Bless You Allancy and Gerard  {hree Scouts passed the rank of Eagle, Scouting's highest
Curtis. advancement award. To the best of my knowledge that has not
happened here ever before and is actually quite rare even at a

o . . national level.
Cory Wojtkiewicz gave a safety presentation to the Girl Scout

Daisy Troop 85 and Brownie
Troop 360. The presentation
included home alone safety
and stranger danger for the
8 " girls.

The three young men attaining this rank are Fernando
Feliciano, Matthew Waldack and Suliman Hai.

| cannot fully describe how proud | am of the
accomplishments of these three young men, each unique in
their own ways yet all quite the same in exhibiting Scouting
and leadership qualities rarely found in boys their age.

Theirs is an example we should all seek to emulate, both in our
Scouting lives and life in general.

I am extremely grateful for having had the opportunity to work
with each of these fine young men and they serve as a shing
example for others to try and replicate.

Well done Suliman, Matthew and Fernando. We are extremely
New baby Anna Elise proud of you and wish you the very best as you all finish up
Fredrickson, Granddaughter of high school this year and begin college in the fall.
Candy and Don Hamilton.

Sincerely,

Elmer Haneberg, Scoutmaster Troop 863




|l tds that time againé CARLSON COMMUNITY SERVICES

Calling all bakers and buyers The Irving Park Fine Arts Committee is pleased to present
For the Miriam Circle Geor ge Fr i dleeMessialbbaembee?, 2054 at
3: 00 p. m. The Christmas sec
performed at Irving Park Lutheran Church, 4100 N. Harding
Ave. and will feature four soloists and a chamber orchestra.
The audience is the chorus!
Sunday, December 14, The Soloists are soprano Erin Thomas, mezzo soprano
During Coffee Hour And Jessye Wright, tenor Tobias Wright and baritone Christopher
: Richard. Series artistic director Roger Bingaman will conduct.
Followmg the Sun_day School Program Admission to the concert is free, but donations are accepted
In Victory Hall gladly. A holiday reception follows the concert. Chorus scores
All proceed will be used for the will be provided, but feel free to bring your own. The Fine
; ; Arts Committee last present&tie Messialin 2009 for an
ReStoratlo.n .Of the Educational audience of about 125 people. This will be the fifth time the
Building. Our gym! Irving Park Fine Arts Committee has presented this free
concert over its 20 year history. The Greater Independence
Park Neighborhood Association (GIPNA) is a supporting
sponsor.

The Irving Park Fine Arts Committee is celebrating its 20th
anniversary of providing highuality, professional music and
theatrical events to the Irving Park community at a price
everyone can afford. The Irving Park Fine Arts Concert Series
is sponsored by Carlson Community Services, a 501(c)(3) non
profit connecting the Irving Park community with programs
that enrich lives through education, culture and service. For
more information, visitvww.carlsoncommunityservices.org.

Christmas Cookie Sale and
Christmas Boutique

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make the 2014 Three

Brothers Garden season a success! Three Brothers Garden closed the 2014 growing season
with a whopping yield of more than 840 Ibs. of vegetables.
DECEMBER Daniel Ward Now in its sixth year of operation, the garden is a partnership
BIRTHDAYS 23 Noel Nape between Carlson Community Services and IPLC. Vegetables
Rio Woijtkiewicz grown in garden are distributed to clients of the Irving Park
| 24 Cheyenne Crook Community Food Pantry. This past season we grew radishes,
1 f\ya Benion Lee Stein lettuces, greens, carrots, squash, peppers, beets, cucumbers,
orheitta S heml‘a” 27 James Johnson tomatoes, herbs and green beans. In planning what to grow, the
) f‘z ey \év Ieever 28 James Smith Grattan committee that oversees the garden considers nutritional value
berty DelaVega -~V 1BER and ease of preparation for food pantry clients.
Dawn Stewart \ Volunteers began working in the garden in #Ajatil and
2 El?/lgs;ug(rjg:llﬁ ANNtVERSARIES gardened through late October. Nearly 250 volunteer hours
: . " were logged, including harvesting, planting, clegnand
673 Sh::leyéb\tkénson 12'1‘71'%&‘”%3&.56“’;3 Hall . watering. Between 8 and 10 volunteers participated each week
atias rok_ersen R ‘ a¢ Ebeid & Pam I’tlen in the Tuesday night harvests. Regular volunteers included
8 Zat D?\IS'eli : < $ Melanie Reschke, Martha Sanders, Judy Madsen, Dorene
2 Rnnz 'CES_ ‘ Jordan, Darcie Wadycki, Rebecca and Elmer Haneberg, Ellen
O Reuben Erickson and Ron Olech, Ruth Olech and Erin Bouman. Volunteers
11 Marie Grunst

were led by college intern Matt Wylder. Matt oversaw the
weekly harvests, delivered vegetables to the food pantry,
tracked the number of hours volunteers worked and pounds of
vegetables grown.

Ruth Olech and Rebecca Haneberg are thehadrs of the
volunteer committee. Committee members are Erin Bouman,
Yaz Ebeid, Dorene Jordan, Liz Mills, Melanie Reschke and
Rich Wielock. The garden is fortunate to have such talented
and dedicated garden leaders and volunteers! We are grateful
to the many people who believe that everyone should have
access to delicious organic vegetables. Thank you!

Ingrid Sporrong
14 Sue Biedron
15 Lillian Heminover
Alan Johnson
17 David Hall
18 Mike Biedron
Rebecca Haneberg
Sylvia Harrison
19 Kirsten Kimball
20 Gloria Rucinski
21 Cesar Pulex
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