
 

Phone:  773.267.1666 
  www.iplc.org 
 
IPLC Office 
  office@iplc.org 
 
SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
9:15 Sunday School and Adult Ed 
9:30 Chancel Choir (except 10.9) 
10:15 Coffee Time 
10:30 Worship in the Sanctuary  
 

STAFF 
Rev. Erin Bouman 
 pastorbouman@iplc.org 
 
Dawn Benson 
 Church Secretary/Bookkeeper 
 bookkeeperdawn1@gmail.com 
 
Roger Bingaman 
 Dir. Of Music/Office Manager/

Tidings Editor music@iplc.org 
 
Phil Bole  
 Custodian: custodian@iplc.org 

 
Dwan Buetow 
 Praise Coordinator 
 dwan@iplc.org 
 
Chris Richard 
 Director of Ensemble 
 cnprichard@aol.com 
 
Darcie Wadycki darcie51@aol.com 
Nancy Hall ngh65@yahoo.com 
 Co-volunteer Sunday School 

Coordinators 
 
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
Sarah Anderson Eleanor Barrett 
Phil Bole Sue Geisler 
Nancy Hall David Heidorn 
Eleanor Kepp Richard Koehler 
Holly Lundquist Melinde Madsen 
Bill Sherlock Lee Stein 
Sandra Stumme Darcie Wadycki 
 
COUNCIL PERSON EMERITUS 

Lloyd DaMask Gordon Johnson 
Sharon Iverson Richard Wielock 

Reformation Commemoration 
by Pastor Erin Bouman 

 
Someone once told me that in England history textbooks only briefly mention a 
certain skirmish that took place between it and colonial settlements across the 
Atlantic Ocean in the late 1700s.  Of course, here in the United States, the 
American Revolution features prominently in our self-understanding and is marked 
and celebrated every year on July 4th. 
 
So also, October 31st has a special significance for certain congregations here in 
America, a significance that is also shared in Germany and Sweden and other 
countries around the globe.  But October 31st has a different meaning depending on 

the church bodyðand yet another meaning as we 
look ahead to October 31st next year, when it will 
be 500 years since that day took on some 
significance.  (Much as we may love Halloween, 
thatôs not what weôre talking about here.)  
Lutheran Christians mark October 31, 1617, as 
the beginning of the Reformation.  It was on that 
day that a religious scholar, a young monk named 
Martin Luther hammered ninety-five theses (or 
statements) to the door of Wittenburg Castle 
Church in Germany.  Each thesis was a complaint 
and/or a correction, a concern that Luther, a 
dedicated Catholic, had about what the Catholic 
church was teaching and how it was operating.   
 
So it is that that pounding hammer in Lutherôs 
hand could also be thought of as a shot heard 
round the worldðexcept that Luther did not 

intend to start a war, nor even a revolution.  He was particularly annoyed when 
people who found his concerns compelling started calling themselves Lutherans.  
Reformation is less about distancing oneself from another, then renovation within.  
Moreover, in the 499 years since, Lutherans and Catholics have come together in 
significant ways.  Of particular importance was an agreement made in 1999, the 
Joint Statement on the Doctrine of Justification, a document created after extensive 
dialogue that affirms the central theological agreements of Lutheran and Catholic 
Christians, as well as some differences in emphasis.  
 
So now, looking ahead to next year, if Lutherans and Catholics are not at aggrieved 
odds, what is the significance of October 31, 2017?  Weôre not celebrating a break-
up, thatôs for sure.  Rather, this day and the days leading up to it are an opportunity 
to once again renew our understanding of Godôs relationship with humanity.  The 
reformers relentlessly emphasized that God freely, lovingly chooses to be in 
relationship with us.  So also, then, we can be in relationship with one another.  So 
also many of the events leading up and commemorating to the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation are intentionally ecumenical.   
 
Martin Luther had a significant hand in key point in history, a movement which 
contributed to the creation of other kinds of churches than Catholic ones, but 
Luther would be the first to affirm, then and now, that we are all catholic, small 
ñc.ò  Because of Godôs grace, we are all members of the church universal.  
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Give and Grow 2.0 To God Our Thanks We Give - 2016 
Fall Stewardship Campaign 
Why should we give?  An offering prayer we often say in 
worship says it all:  ñWe offer with joy and thanksgiving 
what God has first given us: ourselves, our time, and our 
possessions.ò  Jesus talks about money often: as 
something that can prevent us from being in right 
relationship with God, and as something we can use for 
goodðas a way to thank and praise God.  Regularly 
sharing what we have been given is an essential 
ingredient of our spiritual health, as important as prayer, 
worship, and acts of service. 

How is our church doing financially? For more than a 
decade at IPLC we have been dipping into our 
endowment fund (ñborrowingò from ourselves) for 
operational expenses.  We are exclusively self-funded, 
and our annual budget is just over $300,000.  As 2016 
comes to a close, according to our predicted income and 
expenses, weôll end the year about $20,000 in the red.  
This is not sustainable, but the good news is that it is a 
significant reduction from prior years.  We are becoming 
stronger and stronger financially.  Operating within a 
balanced budget is within reach, especially if we continue 
to grow in our giving and grow as a church. 

How much should we give to IPLC? Pledges at our church 
come in all sizes, ranging from $180 to well over $10,000 
a year.  Could you pledge $5 a week?  $25 a week?  $250 
a week?  People give at all these amounts and more.  Not 
everyone is in the same situationðbut all are invited to 
give.  This is what it means to be a church together.  
Prayerfully considerðtalk to Godðabout how much you 
can give, knowing that giving, and growing in giving, 
also helps you grow in your faith.   

What is the best way for us to give to IPLC?  Online giving 
on a regular schedule is tremendously helpful for the 
churchðeither directly from your bank, or through our 
website: www.iplc.org, the tab Serve-and-Give (or click 
on the Red ñGive Nowò button.)  One of the reasons our 
church is in getting in better financial shape, especially 
through the often leaner summer months, is because so 
many more people are becoming regular online givers.  
Online givers can still participate in the sacred act of 
giving during worship offering time by using one of the 
green laminated cards.  It is also very helpful and 
important for online givers to fill out pledge forms! 

We thank God for your generosity! 
 
Join us for a free lunch November 20th!  A gift for you, 
from our church, on Christ the King Sunday, November 20, 
2016, with food from Taco Burrito King.  As the culmination 
of our Fall Stewardship Campaign we celebrate Godôs 
generous sovereignty over all things (including our wallets).  
So that we can be good stewards of our food order, please let 
us know you are coming by emailing or calling the office: 
office@iplc.org or 773-267-1666. 
 
Confirmation Students Pizza Party/Scavenger Hunt/Hide 
& Seek/Acolyte Training: 7th & 8th grade Confirmation 
Students will have fun and learn and/or review how to be an 
acolyte on Saturday, November 5th, from 6:30-9:00 pm at the 
church. 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study: The Alphabet of 
Grace by Frederick Buechner With characteristic eloquence 
and insight, Buechner presents a three-part series of reflections 
that probe, through the course of one day, the innermost 
mysteries of life. Blending an artist's eye for natural beauty, 
the true meaning of human encounters, and the significance of 
occurrences (momentous or seemly trivial), with a wealth of 
personal, literacy, biblical, and spiritual insights, he offers a 
matchless opportunity for readers to discover the hidden 
wisdom that can be gleaned through a heightened experience 
of daily life.  Join us for conversations about the book (and get 
your free copy!) Sunday mornings in November, 9:15 ï 
10:15am, Sept. 18-Oct. 23 in the chapel.   

 
Share Dinner with Your Neighbor: IPLC hosts Hands to 
Help Meal Nov. 3  On Thursday November 3rd at 5:30PM, 
Irving Park Lutheran Church, Hands to Help Ministries, Old 
Irving Park Association, and Six Cornerôs Association will 
host a community meal here. High school students from 
Schurzôs BuildOn program will prepare and serve. All are 
welcome.  IPLC is one of the founding members of Hands to 
Help, a grassroots organization providing services to Irving 
and Portage Park neighbors on the brink of homelessness and 
those who have become homeless.  Located in St. Johnôs 
Episcopal Church, Hands to Helps serves over 100 neighbors 
every year.  Office hours are every Wednesday from 11AM to 
1PM.   For more information visit their website at 
www.handstohelpministries.org and follow them on Facebook: 
@HandstoHelpMinistries and Twitter: @HandstoHelpChgo. 

Annual Congregational Meeting Recap  On Sunday 
October 16th in worship we celebrated this yearôs Donna Jean 
Holmquist Award Recipient: Rebecca Haneberg.  Thank you 
Rebecca for all the ways you serve Irving Park Lutheran 
Church and our partner, Carlson Community Services! After 
worship we had lunchtime conversations with people we didnôt 
know as well, approved a budget, thanked outgoing Council & 
Audit Team members and elected to Council leadership Sarah 
Anderson and Melinde Madsen (first terms), and reelected 
Darcie Wadycki, and Sandra Stumme (second terms).  (The 
full Council is listed on the front page of the newsletter.)   
 
Financial Snapshots, This Year and Last, Third Quarter 
 
2016 Budget and 3rd Quarter (75% of the year) Actuals 

2015 Budget and 3rd Quarter (75% of the year) Actuals 

  Total Budget 
2016 

3rd Quarter (Jan-
Sept 2016) 

Percent 
of Total 
Budget 

Income $ 270,624 $ 209,028 77% 

Expense $ 303,898 $ 215,410 70% 

  Total Budget 
2015 

3rd Quarter (Jan
-Sept 2015) 

Percent 
of Total 
Budget 

Income $ 246,022 $ 199,377 81% 

Expense $ 294,396 $ 210,907 71% 

http://www.iplc.org/Serve-and-Give
mailto:office@iplc.org
http://www.handstohelpministries.org


 

Carlsonôs Trivia Night Scores Big Win for Players and 
Program Thanks to everyone who participated in Carlson 
Community Servicesô October Trivia Night to benefit 
Carlson's programs. Eighteen teams ranging in age from 20 
somethings to septuagenarians competed. From players to 
sponsors to raffle and beverage donors, we are grateful for 
your support!  
 
A team led by long-time IPLC members Phil and Roberta 
Bole won the 8-round competition, leading the contest for 
much of the night. Good competitors and good sports, their 
team donated $120 of their $200 in prize winnings back to 
Carlson Community Services.  
 
The evening netted approximately $8,500 for Carlson's 
programs -- The Magic After-School Place, Three Brothers 
Garden and the Irving Park Fine Arts Concert Series.  
  
Thanks to the following Round Sponsors and Raffle Prize 
donors who helped make the evening a financial success: 
Round Sponsors were Dorie Westmeyer, Charles Rutenberg 
Realty, Wintrust Bank, Mayfair Branch, Alderman John 
Arena, 45th Ward, Lichter Realty, Carlson Community 
Services Board & Committees. Raffle and silent auction 
donors were Old Irving Brewing, WMAQ-TV, Community 
Tavern, and West Walker neighbors. Special thanks to 
Lagunitas Brewing Company and Verizon Enterprise for beer 
and wine donations. A shout goes out to event chair Helen 
Lira, our many volunteers and of course our host and partner, 
Irving Park Lutheran Church. Another fun night in the 
neighborhood for a great cause! 

 

Irving Park Fine Arts Committee Presents Free Holiday 

Concert December 11th The Irving Park Fine Arts Committee 

is pleased to present ñAn Americana Christmasò featuring 

Anna Ferminôs Trigger Gospel. The Fine Arts Committeeôs 

annual holiday concert will take place on Sunday, December 

11th at 2:00 p.m. at Irving Park 

Lutheran Church. Anna Fermin and 

her band will play holiday favorites 

and original songs of Americana. 
 
A special holiday reception prepared 
by the Fine Arts Committee follows 
the concert.  Admission to the 
concert is free, but donations are 
welcome. 
 
The mission of Carlson, a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit, is to connect the Irving 
Park community with programs that 
enrich lives through education, 
culture and service. For more information, contact Liz Mills at  
or visit www.carlsoncommunityservices.org. 

 
All Saints Sunday Nov. 6: Naming Loved Ones, Bell 
Banner On All Saints Sunday (Nov. 6) weôll remember 
people who have died, naming them aloud in worship, ringing 
bells, (the Bells of Irving Park will also play the Prelude) and 
processing with our special All Saints Day Bell Banner.  
Please e-mail the office names to speak aloud prior to that 
Sunday office@iplc.org).  You may also write the name of 
someone who has died and attach it to a bell (you can bring in 
your own small bell, or use bells provided) and tie it to the 
banner that is now in the narthex.  
 
IPLC Church Council Oct. Meeting HighlightsThe Council 
discussed and approved space use requests by members, 
neighbors and Carlson Community Services (for Trivia Night), 
including some questions about the IPLC Alcohol Policy.  

Empowered Treasurer Bill Sherlock to train an Assistant 
Treasurer to learn the duties and responsibilities of the role, 
with the possibility of taking on the role after Bill, if approved 
by Council and voted onto Council by the congregation.  
Reviewed the proposed budget and agenda and leadership 
nominees for the Annual meeting.  Discussed possible 
members of the Staff Review Team.  Considered various 
concepts for a sign on the brick wall facing Pulaski 
 
IPLC Womenôs Book Club Mark Thursday, November 17th 
on your calendar.  We will be making our selections for 2017 
at Jan Glureôs home. Please begin thinking about what you 
would like to have included in next yearôs read.  Send Ginia 
Jahrke gjahrke@comcast.net the title of your book, author and 
a one or two sentence description of the book.  Happy reading! 
 
Free Concerts: Dee & Dana Danaôs Senior Recital at 
Vandercook College of Music on Sunday Evening Nov 20 at 
6PM. NEIU Opera Workshops on Friday and Saturday 
November 18 & 19 at 7:30PM, fall performances of Street 
Scenes (Dee is featured in a scene from Puccini's Gianni 
Schicchi as Zita and in Lippa's Wild Child as Kate-- not for 
youngsters under 14). 
 
Hanging of the Greens- Saturday Nov. 26th   The Worship 
Team invites everyone to join us Saturday, November 26th at 

10 am for the ñhanging of the greensòðgetting 
the church ready for Advent and Christmas.  
This is a great activity for familiesðbring 
children and grandchildren!  Thereôs beautiful, 
meaningful decorations to arrange and plenty of 
treats to share.   
 
A Special Night of Advent Worship & 
Fellowship: Wed. Dec. 7th 7:30pm Holden 
Evening Prayer & Parsonage Open House  
Start December with the beautiful melodies of 
Holden Evening Prayer (this setting has been 
used for Lenten worship at IPLC in the past). 
Gather by candlelight in the chapel and sing of 
the coming of the light of the world. Then head 
over to the parsonage for Christmas cookies!  
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T I D I N GS 
From Irving Park Lutheran Church 
3938 W. Belle Plaine Ave. 
Chicago, IL  60618-1997 
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