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TIDINGS 
 from Irving Park Lutheran Church 

  April, 2018, The 45th Volume, chapter 4 

Easter Sunday 
No fooling ð this year Easter is on April 1st! 

 

9:00 am  Easter Breakfast 
10:00 am  Easter Egg Hunt for Children 
10:30 am  Worship with Chancel & Bell Choirs & Brass 

 

Easter: God as Innovator 
Pastor Erin Bouman 

 

 In Holy Week we retell the climactic and quintessential gospel story, a 

story which ends with greatest innovation of all: the empty tomb.  Knowing 

that story, and knowing the stories of the people in our church and community, 

are key to the life of a church, says Dr. Dwight Zceheile, associate professor of 

congregational mission and leadership at Luther Seminary.  Ponder his 

thoughts on innovation and church in the article below, reprinted with permis-

sion. 
 

Weôre in the Innovation Business 
by Dwight Zscheile 

 

 ñInnovationò is a term not typically associated with religious institu-

tions, which tend to be oriented toward conserving and maintaining tradition. 

Yet at its heart, the Christian church is about innovationðembodying Godôs 

new life, hope, and community for the world. It is time to claim this identity 

amidst powerful disruptive forces in todayôs world. 

 The triune Godôs mission is about innovation. God creates the cosmos 

from nothing and forms humanity for right relationships with God, one an-

other, and the whole earth. When those relationships fall into estrangement, 

God patiently reforms community through Abraham and Sarah, Israel, Jesus, 

and the church. Jesus is the one in whom humanity is reborn (recapitulated). 

The church is a community of the Spirit giving witness to an alternative and 

hopeful future. 

 We live in a moment of profound social and cultural change fueled by 

digital technology and globalization. Organizations of all types are struggling 

to adapt to new patterns of belonging and participation. Many churches and 

church systems seem caught and at a loss, unsure what to do as established 

practices break down and people disengage. Long-treasured ways of connect-

ing and supporting Christian communities do not seem meaningful or accessi-

ble to emerging generations or neighbors. Leaders try harder at the old pat-

terns, but feel frustrated and drained by pushing against cultural currents be-

yond their control. 

 This is a moment to reenter the central stories of the faith, stories that 

are not about institutional success or progress, but God claiming and calling 

unlikely, fallible people into the adventure of Godôs mission. This mission pro-

ceeds in the Bible through a great deal of messiness, error, and ambiguity, not 

the linear-sequential steps of a modern strategic plan. God is the great innova-

tor, and God calls humanity into participation and partnership in that innova-

tion. Fundamentally, we are not in control.        (continued on page 3) 
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Childrenôs Communion Classes: Is your child hungry to 

participate in the Lordôs Supper for the first time?  Or, have 

they been communing for some time and are ready to learn 

more about the sacrament?  Bring them to two special 

Saturday classes, April 21st and 28th from 10-11 am.  The 

classes are designed for children who are in second grade or 

older and meet downstairs, outside the pastorôs office.  

After the second class thereôs a special family brunch from 

11am until noon, and then thereôs a special emphasis on 

communion and children in worship the next day, Sunday 

April 29th.  For more information, and to let us know your 

child will participate, contact Pastor Bouman at 

erinbouman@sbcglobal.net or 773-267-1666. 

 

Whoôs Money? R.G. LeTourneau was an industrialist and 

inventor of large machinery who founded the university that 

bears his name. He gave 90% of his income to the Lordôs 

work and was still very wealthy. He said, ñI shovel money 

out, and God shovels it back, but God has a bigger shovel.ò 

He also said, ñThe question is not how much of my money I 

give to God, but rather, how much of Godôs money I keep 

for myself." 
 

Offerings and PledgesðYou Help the Church Do 

Ministry! As the first quarter comes to a close, thank you 

to all who are catching up with their pledges, or have 

increased their giving this year, or are new givers.  The 

ministry of this place depends on contributions of all, in all 

amountsðand regular giving keeps the church from 

ñborrowingò from savings.  If you would like to give 

electronically, which is tremendously helpful, you can 

arrange this directly with your bank, or if you give through 

the church website, go to www.iplc.org and then click the 

red Give Now button.  Or, you can let the church office 

know that you would like your automatic giving changed 

(773-267-1666 or office @iplc.org) and our interim 

bookkeeper, Phil Bole, will do it for youðbut we need your 

authorization.  Thanks to all who give to IPLC! 
 

Into the World: The Acts of the Apostles- Sunday 

Morning Adult Bible Study April 8- June 10 Luke will 

be our guide as we relive the events of the early church. 

Catch the wind of the same spirit that brings renewed life to 

today's Christians. Study participants will visit the key 

personalities, review their activities, reflect on their 

meaning, and discover their message to the Church today. 

Join us in the Chapel 9:15-10:15 am. 

 

Gentle Chair Yoga Thursdays  Come for Gentle Yoga in 

Victory Hall on Thursdays 6:45-7:45 pm.  (On the third 

Thursdays of the month the class meets from 6:30-7:30 

pm). Good for beginners and anyone wanting a gentle 

practice.  Taught by Janet Misbach, certified and registered 

hatha yoga teachers.  Contact her for more information at 

jgmisbach@gmail.com 

Dorothy Homeyer turns 100 In addition to the 500th 

Anniversary of the Reformation, we have another big 

milestone to mark this year, when on April 10th Dorothy 

Homeyer turns 100. A number like this deserves 

recognitionðnot to mention the fact that Dorothy is the 

volunteer who sends out the birthday cards to IPLC 

members each month! We're going to celebrate Dorothy's 

big birthday after church on Sunday April 8th with cake and 

singing Happy Birthday. Stick around after worship to 

celebrate a woman who's lived for one fifth as long as the 

Lutheran church! 

A Few More Coffee Hosts Needed for April & May We 

need just a few more hosts for late spring.  Can you help?  

You can sign-up on the sheet hanging in Victory Hall.  

Hosting includes bringing snacks for about 80 adults and 

children, and one gallon of milk.  Coffee will  brewed 

already, sugar and cream will be provided.  Kitchen clean-

up afterwards is also much appreciated!   
 

Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast: Sunday May 6th at the 

IPLC Gym Stop by the gym before or after worship on 

Sunday May 6th to enjoy pancakes and sausages prepared 

by our very own Boy Scout Troop.  The breakfast is a 

fundraiser for the troop, and pancakes are served as early as 

8 am up until noon. 
 

Eat at the Picnic Basket, support IPLC The sandwich 

shop, ñThe Picnic Basket,ò across from the church on 

Pulaski, will donate 15% of your purchase back to the 

church, just let then know you are with IPLC. 

 

Trivia Night for Hands to Help Ministries 

At IPLC Gym Saturday April 28th 
 

Back by popular demand, Hands to Help Ministries is ex-

cited to announce our annual community Trivia Night event 

and fundraiser! All money raised supports our services and 

activities, which help to break the cycle of homelessness in 

our community.  Food will be provided and drinks will be 

available for purchase.  Enter to win unique raffle prizes!  

Join us for food, fun and facts!  
 

When:   Saturday, April 28, 2018 7-10 pm  

  (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

Where:  Irving Park Lutheran Church Gym 

 4057 N. Harding Ave. 

Tickets:  $50 prior to event, $60 at the door, table of 8 $400 

(includes a bottle of wine!) 
 

Already have plans that evening?  Help with a donation.  

Visit our website www.HandstoHelpMinistries.org    
 

This event has a history of selling out! Buy your tickets 

early!  See Roberta Bole, David McKenzie or Deann  

Sherlock for tickets or more information.   

mailto:erinbouman@sbcglobal.net
http://www.iplc.org
http://www.HandstoHelpMinistries.org
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(article continued from page 1) 
 

What does this mean for local churches and other Christian communities who find their communal life eroding amid 

these seismic cultural shifts taking place? We might take our inspiration from the stories of Abraham and Sarah, elders suf-

fering the absence of children and a future, who are called by God into a nearly quarter-century of wandering before Godôs 

promise is fulfilled. We might reenter the stories of the prophets, who redescribe the world in light of Godôs presence and 

leadership in the face of empires and exploitation. We might look to Jesus, who relies upon the hospitality of the world as he 

embodies an alternative kingdom.  We might indwell the narratives in Acts of the Spirit leading the apostles through impro-

vised encounters with strangers as they share the hope of the gospel. 

 We might also learn from some of the best thinking about innovation that has emerged in recent years. As Peter 

Denning and Robert Dunham observe, innovation is the spread of a new practice in a community. It is less about leaders 

coming up with brilliant new ideas to sell to people than it is about listening empathetically to breakdowns in peopleôs lives 

and collaboratively discovering new stories and practices that offer a way forward.[1] The work of innovation in the face of 

tough challenges for which there are no easy answers belongs among the people facing the challenge, not just leaders.[2] 

 Many clergy and other religious leaders feel pressure to fix the church. The last couple of generations have seen tre-

mendous energy put into various attempts to do so (church renewal movement, church growth movement, church health/

effectiveness, restructuring, church planting, revitalization). These have not addressed the deeper problems, in part because 

they have largely been leader-driven. They have also missed the point in a fundamental way. 

 The root challenge for Christian communities today is cultivating Christian faith and discipleship in a cultural envi-

ronment that no longer supports it. It is not so much a question of church and culture, but a deeper question of gospel and 

culture: what does it mean to live a life oriented around the gospel of Jesus in contemporary culture? This question gets far 

less attention than questions of how to do church differently because in some ways it is harder to answer. 

 We can begin to do so by listening empathetically to peopleôs lives and stories, hearing their longings and losses and 

reflecting together on where the gospel connects with them. We can experiment together with simple, accessible practices 

for spiritual formation and discipleship in daily life through which the gospel comes alive in us and for our neighbors. We 

can reorder congregational life around learning the gospel story and living these practices, knowing that unless we go deeper 

in this basic way, we have nothing unique to offer our neighbors or the world. 

 This requires a different way of leading. It is less about bringing energy to catalyze flagging participation in church 

programs and activities and more about tracing the energy of the Holy Spirit among the people of God. It is less about defin-

ing bold goals for institutional growth than refocusing the congregationôs life on cycles of listening, discerning, experiment-

ing and reflecting at the grassroots. It calls for interpretive leadershipðshaping an environment in which people can make 

sense of their lives and world in a Christian way. 

 God is the primary innovator and leader of the church. In a secular age, we have lost sight of this. Many congrega-

tions have thus lost their source of hope. It is only reentering and reclaiming the deeper stories and practices of Godôs people 

in scripture and Christian tradition that we can discover a faithful future. 
 

The Rev. Dwight Zscheile, Ph.D. is associate professor of congregational mission and leadership at Luther Seminary in St. 

Paul, Minnesota. His most recent books include The Agile Church: Spirit-Led Innovation in an Uncertain Age (Morehouse, 

2014) and Participating in Godôs Mission: A Theological Missiology for the Church in America(with Craig Van Gelder; Eerd-
mans 2018). 
 

[1] Peter Denning and Robert Dunham, The Innovatorôs Way (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2010). 

[2] See Ronald Heifetz and Marty Linsky, Leadership on the Line (Boston: Harvard Business School Press, 2002). 

 

93 Easter Baskets were assembled for 

families of the Irving Park Food Pan-

try.  Thanks to all who contributed 

money towards the supplies, thanks to 

Holly Lundquist for shopping for the 

supplies, thanks to the Girl Scouts for 

assembling the baskets, thanks to Lee 

Stein for helping deliver them to the 

Pantry.  

https://alban.org/2017/11/10/dwight-zscheile-were-in-the-innovation-business/?utm_source=bm23&utm_medium=email&utm_term=this+article+by+Dr.+Dwight+Zscheile&utm_content=Important+Updates+from+Luther+Seminary:+January+2018&utm_campaign=20180117+-+Winter+Preside
https://alban.org/2017/11/10/dwight-zscheile-were-in-the-innovation-business/?utm_source=bm23&utm_medium=email&utm_term=this+article+by+Dr.+Dwight+Zscheile&utm_content=Important+Updates+from+Luther+Seminary:+January+2018&utm_campaign=20180117+-+Winter+Preside
https://alban.org/2017/11/10/dwight-zscheile-were-in-the-innovation-business/?utm_source=bm23&utm_medium=email&utm_term=this+article+by+Dr.+Dwight+Zscheile&utm_content=Important+Updates+from+Luther+Seminary:+January+2018&utm_campaign=20180117+-+Winter+Preside
https://alban.org/2017/11/10/dwight-zscheile-were-in-the-innovation-business/?utm_source=bm23&utm_medium=email&utm_term=this+article+by+Dr.+Dwight+Zscheile&utm_content=Important+Updates+from+Luther+Seminary:+January+2018&utm_campaign=20180117+-+Winter+Preside
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Soup & Bread Thanks! 
 

 Thank you to the restaurants, cooks and diners who 

made the 6th Soup & Bread for Carlson a success! Over 150 

people came together February 25th to listen to the Indy Jam 

Band and sample nine delicious soups from Bourgeois Pig 

Cafe, Bread & Wine, Hot Woks Cool Sushi, Redlands Grill 

and Tre Kronor Restaurant. Neighborhood cooks included 

Ed Gardner, Susan Ford, Dorene Jordan, Ellen Olech, 

Sandra Stumme, Holly Lundquist and Sara Anderson. 
Forty-five gallons of soup were served, along with dozens of 

loaves of bread! 

 Thank you to raffle donors Backlot Coffee Com-

pany, The Lakefront Restaurant, Bruce Anderson, Helen 
Lira, Rodney Zech and Carlson Board and Committee mem-

bers who donated to the wine basket. Many thanks to our event 

co-chairs Rebecca Haneberg and Ruth Olech, our hosts Ir-

ving Park Lutheran Church and all the volunteers who helped 

the evening run smoothly. 

 Soup & Bread for Carlson raised $2,400 for Carlsonôs 

neighborhood programs ï The Magic After-School Place, 

Three Brothers Garden and the Irving Park Fine Arts Series.  

NEWS FROM CARLSON COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Irving Park Fine Arts Committee Presents  
Save the Date (May 12th!) for  

ñJudy & Liza -- Once In a Lifetimeò  

 

 The Irving Park Fine Arts Committee is pleased to 

present ñJudy & Liz ï Once in a Lifetime: The London Palla-

dium Concertò on May 12th at 7 pm at the Irish American 

Heritage Center. The concert is a tribute to Judy Garland and 

Liza Minnelliôs one-and-only performance together, which 

took place in 1964 at the London Palladium. The concert stars 

Nancy Hays as Judy Garland and Alexa Castelvecchi as Liza 

Minnelli. A trio led by Robert Ollis will accompany the sing-

ers. 

 The performance highlights the love shared between 

this famous mother-daughter duo,ò said Nancy Hays, the 

showôs creator. ñSince the show takes place Motherôs Day 

weekend, itôs a perfect bonding opportunity for moms and 

daughters of all ages,ò she said. 

 The show is a re-creation of the only time Judy and 

Liza, who was 19 at the time, performed together. Both long-

time fans and music lovers who have just discovered these 

legendary artists are in for a treat.  Tickets for the concert are 

$25 in advance and $35 at the door for general admission, 

which includes light appetizers and a cash bar. VIP tickets are 

$50 and include premium reserved seating, appetizers and one 

drink. Tickets can be purchased at 

www.carlsoncommunityservices.org.  

 The Irish American Heritage Center is located at 4626 

N. Knox, Chicago. Parking is free and plentiful and the build-

ing is handicapped accessible. The concert is a benefit for 

Carlson Community Services, a 501(c)(3) non-profit which 

operates three neighborhood programs ï an after-school pro-

gram, community garden and classical music concert series.  

For more information contact Liz Mills at 773.398.6766. 

 

Above, Todd, Lily, Denise, & Lucas Tysick (Denise is manager of 

Redlands Grill, which donated soup to the event, Below: Grace & 

Rich Wielock enjoy the event, as do many sitting behind them. 



Last month we briefly touched on a few events that were 

happening at IPLC in 1938 as the church spent a year cele-

brating its 35th anniversary. We intended to move on to 

another era this month until we looked closer at the April 

1938 edition of the Tidings. There are just too many inter-

esting nuggets. Bon appetit! 

 

The Anniversary Festival, celebrated on March 20, 1938, 

had enough highlights to almost fill the entire 16 pages of 

the Tidings. After the morning worship services, conducted 

in Swedish and English, members of the congregation en-

joyed a sunny spring day and posed for a massive group 

shot in front of the church. There were at least 500 people 

in the photo that was published later in the year in the 35th 

Anniversary Album published by IPLC. 

 

Later that afternoon, a ñFamily Gatheringò attracted almost 

500 people. There were songs, devotions, and prayers. Two 

highlights: Secretary of the congregation J. Vern Fridlund 

read a 500-word Festival Poem written by church member 

Marion Sue Engebretsen, and Pastor Joshua Oden per-

formed ñThirty-Five Tones in the March of Progress.ò   

 

While we canôt reprint the entire poem, this excerpt will 

give you an idea of the general theme and the creative 

rhyming license utilized by the author:  ñFrom our indis-

pensable Board é down to our tiny Nursery é All in 

some way help to é Celebrate our thirty-fifth anniver-

sary.ò 

 

Pastor Odenôs ñThirty-Five Tonesò was interesting. He 

presented 35 one-minute accounts of outstanding events for 

each of IPLCôs 35 years. Each segment was punctuated by 

the sounding of the chimes. In the recap of the 35 years, 

there are a few items that jumped out as something we did-

nôt recall reading before. 

 

* In 1904, even before the first building was erected, the 

church published the first edition of the ñForsamlings 

Bladet,ò the predecessor of the Tidings. 

* In 1905, the first Confirmation Class had 21 members. 

* In 1910, the printing department was established in the 

basement of the parsonage. In 1911, Mrs. L.M. Nelson 

donated an electric motor for the printing department, 

and Reuben Erickson (before he became Reuben Erick-

son Sr.) helped install the motor. 

* In 1918, IPLC hosted the statewide Illinois Conference 

(synod) meeting. 

* In 1920, IPLC established the church office, the first of 

its kind in the Augustana Synod. 

* In 1922, IPLC was awarded first place for its Bulletin 

and other publicity in a national publicity exhibit. 

* In 1923, the congregation passed the 1,000 mark in mem-

bership as IPLC celebrated its 20th anniversary. 

* In 1925, IPLC services were broadcast on radio station 

WENR. 

* In 1933, the IPLC Midwinter Festival was performed 

with the choir and orchestra at Roosevelt High School. 

 

One other ingenious graphic device appeared on Page 15, 

an article headlined ñPlease! Please! Please!ò The six-

paragraph story was printed upside-down to draw attention 

to it. It was an appeal for members of the congregation to 

return ñborrowedò pieces of church property, including 

dishes, chairs, tables, even hymnals. 
 

ðRalph Greenslade 
 

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 
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An overflow crowd 

huddled a little more 

than 80 years ago for 

a photo after the 11 

a.m. service on 

March 20, 1938.  

 

For anyone who 

needs a refresher on 

the first century of 

IPLC history (1903-

2003), the special 

four-edition version 

of the Tidings is 

available on the IPLC 

website. Go to 

iplc.org and click on 

the Tidings link on 

the right side of the 

home page. Enjoy!  
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